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Letter from our Priest …..
November can seem to be a somewhat dark month.
Physically, the nights are drawing in and I remember
when I was in paid work, going to work in the dark and
leaving College also in the dark. It’s not very inspiring.
Some may be inspired by the examples that
Remembrance can recall.
Sacrifice is central to
Remembrance; however there are other themes, for
example, Kipling (often thought of as a jingoist) coined
the words “Lest we forget” in his poem Recessional.
There is more however. He wrote a collection of epitaphs
called ‘Epitaphs of War’, one of which is called ‘Common
Form’.
Common Form
If any question why we died
Tell them, because our Fathers lied.
Not exactly a jingoist statement, but still dark. Its current
relevance to the UK and even the US I leave to others.
Before Remembrance we have All Saints and All Souls;
services that look back, again, ‘lest we forget’. All Souls
can bring sorrow for loss; but also memories which are
important.
November is an in-between time of increasing greyness.
In church terms, it’s an in-between time to fill the gap
before Advent and the build-up to Christmas. As such, it
suggests hope. The greyness will go away; there is light
at the end of the tunnel. In fact, on Christmas Day we
have the brilliant light of the Son.
Accordingly, after All Saints, All Souls and Remembrance,
we simply have to put our backs into it and drive away
the greyness in readiness.
There is an old saying that it’s darkest just before dawn.
Anyone who has spent time at night stargazing knows
that it’s not true. Aurora’s bloom starts lightly but
becomes full and full of light and brilliant, subdued
colours. This November, think of the subdued colours of
our life, and prepare for the Son.
Brian
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SUNDAY SERVICES at ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, SHEDFIELD & ST NICHOLAS, WICKHAM
St John the Baptist

Service Leader St Nicholas

Service Leader

November
5th

10am

Parish Holy Communion

AH

Parish Holy Communion

6pm
12th 10:45am Remembrance Service
19th
26th

JM

10am

Parish Holy Communion

JI/JM

6pm

Sung Evensong

JM

10am

Quiet Time

BM

JI/SC

Sung Evensong

JM

Remembrance Service

JI

Quiet Time

SC

Parish Holy Communion

JI/JM

HOLY COMMUNION SERVICES
Every Sunday

8am Communion

2nd Tuesday
Every Thursday

10am Communion
10am Communion

St John the Baptist, Shedfield (Book of Common Prayer)
St Nicholas, Wickham (Common Worship)
in people’s homes (see pew leaflet for details) – all welcome
in the Morrell Room of The Study Centre

Every day (Mon-Sat) 9.00am Morning prayers

St John the Baptist, Shedfield

PARISH HOLY COMMUNION A traditional service with robed choir
FAMILY TIME
A modern service designed with families and young children in mind. It is very
participative (this is not a service for sitting still!) with drawing, drama & discussion,
contemporary worship songs via the sound system with songs and prayers projected
on to the ‘big screen’
QUIET TIME
A quiet, contemplative service accompanied by robed choir.
FAMILY BAPTISM
A warm and friendly family service for families bringing children for Holy Baptism
CHORAL EVENSONG
A traditional service with robed choir
8AM HOLY COMMUNION
A traditional early morning service

METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES
SHIRRELL HEATH: Sunday 10.30am; morning worship with Junior
Church (aged 3 upwards) and creche. Evening worship 6.00pm
WALTHAM CHASE: Sundays 10.30am except 1st Sunday in the month:
9.30am Family Breakfast followed by worship from 10.00-10.40 am and
Worship & Word from 11.00am-12noon. There are pre-school, primary
and secondary age bible class groups at the 10.30am services.

BISHOP’S WALTHAM UNITED FREE
CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday 10.30am
BISHOP’S WALTHAM ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES
Saturday 6.00pm First Mass of Sunday
Sunday Mass 9.30am

PARISH REGISTER
Date

Service

Name

Date

Service

Name

21st Sept

Wedding

Luigi Marinelli & Sarah Stanley

29th Sept

Funeral

Myrtle Joyce Fisher

Steve Bruce & Alice Legge

20th

Funeral

Jean Emery

Interment of
ashes

Keith Whitten

30th

Sept

Wedding

Oct

29th Sept

MESSY CHURCH
Messy Church meets once a month on the second Thursday in term time only
The next meeting is 9th November
For more information, please visit stjohnthebaptistshedfield.org.uk/messy-church

DIARY: NOVEMBER 2017
Date

Time

Wed 1st

7:00pm

Men’s Group

Church Study Centre

10:00am
7:30pm
08.00am
10.00am

Holy Communion
All Souls Service
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Holy Communion

Church Study Centre
St John the Baptist Church
St John the Baptist Church
St John the Baptist Church

Tue 7th

12:30pm

Parish Lunch Club

Church Study Centre (Boucher Hall)

Thu 9th

10:00am

Holy Communion

Church Study Centre

Sun 12th

08.00am
10.45am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Remembrance Service

St John the Baptist Church
St John the Baptist Church

Mon 13th

08:00-10:30am

Church Cleaning

St John the Baptist Church

Thu 16th

10:00am

Holy Communion

Church Study Centre

Sun 19th

08.00am
10.00am
6pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Holy Communion
Sung Evensong

St John the Baptist Church
St John the Baptist Church
St John the Baptist Church

Thu 23rd

10:00am

Holy Communion

Church Study Centre

Sun 26th

08.00am
10.00am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Quite Time

St John the Baptist Church
St John the Baptist Church

Thu 30th

10:00am

Holy Communion

Church Study Centre

Thu 2nd
Sun 5th

Venue

ECO-CONGREGATION - SHARING GOD’S PLANET
Our Harvest Festival took place last
month with Andy Lester of Christian
conservation charity A Rocha UK as
speaker at the service. Andy engaged the
young people present as well as the adults in thinking
about the importance of their own actions in looking
after our environment. He involved some of the
young people in a practical demonstration using
water, containers and spoons! This brought home
the fact that although an individual’s efforts might
not seem to be making a difference, put together with
the efforts of others, changes can be made.

places for sheltering wildlife. Please check for
hedgehogs, slow worms and other beneficial and
valuable wildlife before lighting your bonfire. Better
still, move the pile to a new site before striking the
match!

It was pleasing to hear that a number of the visitors
to the wonderful quilting exhibition held in church
over the Harvest weekend took the trouble to walk
round our churchyard as well. Several made a point
of saying how much they had enjoyed the peaceful
and natural surroundings

Eco-congregation is a tool to help churches address
environmental issues in worship, teaching, and
mission, as well as day-to-day management. The tins
and other foodstuffs left in the box at the back of the
church are delivered to the Food Bank in Bishop’s
Waltham (opening hours Tues. 10-3pm at the Youth
Centre).
Ros Vogado & the Eco-Congregation Team
(01489 877192)

Eco tip: as it is that time of year when leaves and
may be gathered in piles ready for burning, it is also
time to issue the reminder that these are popular

A prayer from Green Christian
Father, we thank you for the fruits of science and
technology. We pray that human technology will never
crush the human spirit. We praise you for your great
gifts of freedom and inventiveness, and we pray for
wisdom to use them aright in your service and for the
benefit of all humankind.

We are delighted that our Children's Society boxes this year raised £719 which is a splendid
result. Thank you all for your generosity. We also have three new box-holders although
sadly we shall miss the contribution of Colin Mort who has moved to be with his daughter.
A box of small change can make at least £10 so if you would like to have a box please ring
Sue Rogers 01329 832595 or Ann Thompson 01489 892611.

TRUST 2000
Your vote is wanted
Once again, the trustees want to know your opinion as to which charitable organisations
from a short-list of six should receive a grant from our parish trust.
Please take time to consider those listed below, select three that you think should be supported and rank your first
choice as 1, second choice 2 and last choice 3. Please send the completed page to the address at the bottom, email
direct with your vote to Trust 2000 at info@trust2000.org.uk , text Anne Taylor on 07973 635810 or post your vote
in one of the collecting boxes in Waltham Chase Post Office, St Johns Church, the Shirrell Heath Methodist Chapel,
the Waltham Chase Methodist Chapel and the Waltham Chase village hall cafe.
The shortlist has been selected from a total of 55 applications. The credentials of these NGOs and charities, both in
the UK and overseas, are checked. UK charities are required to be registered with the Charity Commission.
The short-list is:
Charity

Project

Amount

Challengers
(UK)

Eastleigh summer play scheme will enable local
disabled children to make friends and benefit from a
range of exciting activities during the summer holidays

£2,432

African Community Connect
(Uganda)

The installation of a rainwater harvesting tank at a
primary school.

£500

Sree Padma Rani Mary Mahila
Mandali
(India)

A goat rearing programme for the impoverished
mothers of child labourers.

£800

IT Schools Africa
(UK charity)

To supply refurbished computers to disadvantaged
Zambian schools. These computers will give pupils,
teachers and the wider community access to basic IT
skills and information.

£2,500

Women For Women
(India)

To provide essential laboratory materials to 60
disadvantaged young girls studying to be nurses.

£940

Practical Action
(UK charity)

A “Fairer Farming” project in Bolivia will be working
with isolated farming families facing extreme poverty
(2$/day) creating & strengthening cooperatives and a
sustainable market system.

£2,000

Select

Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………… Date…………………………………………………………
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Tel no: ..………………………………………………………. Email address: ……………………………………………………………………………
If you wish to suggest a charity for consideration please enter the name below, bearing in mind the objects of the
trust are “to advance education and to relieve poverty, sickness and distress of those in need”:
……………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
The address for posting this form, or delivery by hand, is: The Secretary, Trust 2000, Briar Cottage, Clubhouse Lane,
Waltham Chase, Southampton SO32 2NN.
If you are interested in becoming a trustee of Trust 2000 contact the Chairman or Secretary at
info@trust2000.org.uk
Dick Shepley

HARVEST THANKS FROM THE MINISTRY TEAM, ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH
Thank you all so much for your gifts of fruit, vegetables, flowers and dried and tinned food, so generously given
at our harvest festival for distribution to local foodbanks.
The church looked wonderful with windowsill and flower displays contributed by the church team, St John the
Baptist Primary School and a number of local organisations – again, our grateful thanks to everyone who made
Harvest Festival Sunday such a joyful community celebration.

CONNECTIONS
I remember standing in the cold dark Kuwaiti desert
in 2003 at dead of night and looking up at the stars
over Iraq. I recall thinking this is the same sky that
Abraham the father of Jewish people saw when God
promised him many descendants: ‘‘The Lord took him
outside and said, ‘Look at the sky and try to count the
stars; you will have as many descendants as that.’’
(Genesis 15 v5) then having a thought about the
rumoured Jewish background to our family, and my
great grandmother’s maiden-name of Abram. Such
romantic speculation!
It is worth noting that when the forces were in
Kuwait on ‘exercise’ preparing for a possible
invasion, there was so much discussion amongst the
troops about whether there were, or were not any
weapons of Mass Destruction. As a chaplain I found
myself hearing echoes of the discussions many of you
were having across the UK about the legitimacy of
this possible war. However, when it came to the
point when we realised it would happen, all
discussion ceased. Our main aim was to serve and
survive. The rockets fired at us may be chemical; no
one was going to take a chance. War is a terrible
thing: truth; lives; cultures all come under attack, the
innocent are caught in the midst of it all.

SHIRRELL HEATH METHODIST CHURCH
BREAKFAST CHURCH
Breakfast from 9.00-9.45am followed by family
worship until 10.30am. 2017 Dates: 19th Nov
COFFEE, COMPUTER, CHAT
Every Thursday - 10.00am-12.00pm
COFFEE MORNING
1st Thursday, monthly (not Jan or Aug)
10.00am-12.00pm
HOOKS & NEEDLES
3rd Tuesday, monthly 2.30pm-4.00pm
LUNCH CLUB
2nd Wednesday, monthly (not Jan or Aug)
12.30pm - £3.00 for 2 course meal.
TLC (THURSDAY LADIES' CLUB)
3rd Thursday, monthly at various venues 7.30pm
Please contact Ena on 01329 832485 for details
of any of the above groups.

Then the invasion of Iraq took place and I found
myself thinking about my grandfather who fought in
Mesopotamia during World War One. He was in
what we now call Iraq and was part of the British
forces fighting against Turkey. I reflected, ‘‘well, this
is turn up for the books, yet again I find myself
serving in the Army in places ‘we’ have served
before’. The same old stamping ground in fact.
Southern Iraq surprised British soldiers, for when we
occupied an old military air-base it had clearly been
built by the British in the Twentieth Century and felt
like it. Near the town of Basra, soldiers discovered
War Memorials for British and Commonwealth
Soldiers who had given the ultimate sacrifice in Iraq
during World War 1, 1914-1918.
So, now in 2017 we are invited to make connections
on Armistice Day, 11th November and Remembrance
Sunday on the 12th November. At this time, we will
remember people we knew and know of, in both
World Wars, subsequent wars and conflicts. Unlike
my grandfather and myself, they didn’t come back.
‘When you go home, tell them of us and say, for your
tomorrow we gave our today’. (The Revd. Maxwell
Edmonds, The Kohmina epitaph).
Revd David Moss, Methodist minister for Meon Valley

SHIRRELL HEATH METHODIST CHURCH
YOUTH CLUB FOR AGES 9-14
Meets every third Wednesday (term time)
6.30-7.40pm - £1 per session
E-mail: sonjaconradie236@btinternet.com
KIDZ KLUB FOR YEARS 2-6
Meets every Thursday (term time)
5.30-6.30pm - £1 per session:
Contact Claire on 07535 955795
TODDLER GROUP - PRE SCHOOL AGE
Meets every Friday (term time)
10.00-11.30am £1 for first child, £1.50 per family
Contact Pam on 07722 057772
MONDAY MUNCHKINS (carers also welcome!)
PRE SCHOOL AGE
Meets every Monday (term time)
10.00-11.30am
Contact Claire on 07535 955795

HACKNEY AND BISHOP’S WALTHAM DEANERIES LINK
For many years we have collected food and clothes
for a variety of church needs in Hackney to be taken
up in December. Earlier this year our friends in
Hackney told us that they now have built up their
local contacts including food collections in their local
Waitrose and several Schools so that they no longer
need distance support. They have asked us to convey
their warm thanks for our help over the years.

Because of this there will be no collection of food and
clothes for Hackney this Autumn. We shall still be
grateful for any gifts of money which can be made
payable to Bishop’s Waltham Deanery and will
support our seven partners including the Winter
Night Shelter. We will hope to meet our partners
again during a Walk of Prayer probably in August
next year.
Norman Chatfield

LOCAL HEARTSTART GROUP IS FINALIST IN NATIONAL COMPETITION
Meon Valley Heartstart is a finalist in the 2017
National UK Heart Safe Awards.
The UK Heart Safe Awards is the UK’s leading
national awards to celebrate organisations and
employers who invest in creating Heart Safe
environments, and the acts of individuals who have
saved lives while at work or leisure.
Meon Valley Heartstart helps save lives by training
people in emergency lifesaving skills which can help
keep someone alive until professional help arrives.
Each year, through volunteer trainers and helpers,
more than 1,000 people of all ages across Hampshire
are trained. Training is provided free of charge to
community groups, the general public, educational
institutions, businesses, GP practices and other
organisations.
The training, which is delivered by fully qualified
volunteers, lasts between 2 - 2½ hours and is tailored
to the age group concerned. People as young as 4 can
be trained and there are no upper age limits. The
session topics covered, depending on the age of
participants, include:










How to approach a medical emergency safely
Best practice in calling the emergency services
How to deal with an unconscious patient
How to administer CPR to an unconscious person
who is not breathing normally
How to recognize the signs of a heart attack and
what actions to take
What to do when a person is choking
What to do when serious bleeding occurs
How to use an automated external defibrillator.

“We are delighted to have our work recognized in
this way” said David Williamson, the Scheme’s
Coordinator. “It is a real testimony to the hard work
and commitment of our volunteers and the
appreciation we receive from the individuals who
have benefited from the training”.
The winners of the national awards will be
announced in November.
People or organisations interested in participating in
a training scheme should contact David Williamson at
wiliamson.rtd@gmail.com or on 07730148920.

THE BISHOP'S WALTHAM MINI BUS
The Mini Bus provides transport for individuals in
the surrounding villages offering a wide range of
support options.
Dial A Ride for shopping in Bishops Waltham on a
Friday connects Durley, Curdridge, Waltham Chase,
Swanmore and Shedfield as well as the outskirts of
Bishops Waltham. The DAR can get local residents
into the local shopping opportunities, you just need
to ask, numbers below.
Monday Lunch Club, this service collects from the
local villages to provide a transport facility for
anyone who wants to attend but lacks their own
transport. The Mini Bus provided safety escorts and
wheelchair access.
Local Organisations who need to arrange transport
for their event can take advantage of the Mini Bus
with its MIDAS approved drivers at minimal cost.

Recent benefactors include local care homes, schools
and disability groups.
If you would like to join the Dial a Ride call Sandy on:
01489 893125
If you would like to go to the Monday Lunch Club call
Christine on: 01489 894054
If you want to arrange a hire for your event call Ruth
on: 01489 894289
We are always looking for volunteers as escorts and
drivers to support and maintain our users support so
please contact us if you feel you would like to support
our Mini Bus. Why not come to our concert with the
fantastic Ocean Brass band at Swanmore Village Hall
on Saturday December 9th at 14:30. Doors open at
2pm Tickets from the Sweet Corner Bishops Waltham
at the door or reserve from Sandy Kara on 01489
893125 price adults £7 children £2.5.

MEON VALLEY U3A
Our first two meetings in
September
were
well
attended and members were treated to talks on the
history of the Great Lakes in North America by
Dennis Boylan and the Garden of Eden that is the
flora and fauna of Costa Rica in Central America by
Alan Martin.
Both talks were informative and accompanied by
numerous illustrations. As always, each meeting was
followed by free tea and biscuits and a chance to
socialise with other members and the speakers.
Meetings are held at the Wickham Centre, Wickham
twice a month, usually on the first and third
Tuesdays. Meetings are free to members when the
speaker is a member or £1 for guest speakers.

Visitors are welcome at a cost of £2 per talk. New
members are welcome.
Wickham Centre, Mill Lane; Tuesdays, at 2.00pm
7th

Nov: Southwick, Reformation to today, Harvey
Griffiths
st
21 Nov: A Ukulele Afternoon, Soberton Strummers
5th Dec: Power From The Sun, Mike Hollis,
19th Dec: Jane Austen Miscellany, Brian Barrett,
Meon Valley U3A also has Small/Special Interest
Groups, which mostly meet monthly in members’
homes. Current groups include Geology, Egyptology,
Reading, Poetry, Art appreciation, Classical Music
appreciation, Bridge, Strolling and World Faiths.
Enquiries to: Betty Hiscock 01489 894807
Website: u3asites.org.uk/meon-valley

SHEDFIELD WI
At our September meeting Mr
John Richards gave a very
interesting talk entitled Life under German Rule in
Guernsey, speaking especially about its effects on his
own family. Nearly four fifths of the children were
evacuated during the war. He said that nearly all the
families were divided in some way and had to get to
know each other again when they were reunited. He
also showed us photos of the Germans, with their

military band, marching through the streets of St.
Peter Port, of a leaflet 'News from England', dropped
by the RAF and of a warning German proclamation
about acts which would lead to Court Martial,
without appeal.
Our next meeting is November 15th in the Reading
Room as usual. We shall be having a Beetle Drive.
Great fun! You would be very welcome.

WALTHAM CHASE HISTORY GROUP
For our October meeting we
welcomed back Jill Daniels, a speaker
who has not been with us for some
time. Her talk gave us a glimpse at the Romanovs
reign from 1615 until the assassination of Tsar
Nicholas and his entire family in 1917. We were able
to wonder at the splendour of their palaces and
understand how the serfs had a very different way of
life indeed! The photos were stunning and the
information very enlightening in this most
entertaining talk.
For our meeting on Tuesday, 7th November we are
looking forward to hearing from one of our most
distinguished speakers, Brigadier David Innes OBE
and his talk about a Great War Soldier – Captain
Ralph Kite. We do hope that you will be able to come
along and join us, everyone is most welcome.

We meet on the first Tuesday evening of every
month (except January and August) at Waltham
Chase Methodist Church, Curdridge Lane @ 7:30pm.
There is plenty of car parking at the rear of the
church or one can easily access the church on
foot from the front entrance. The accommodation
used is warm, has comfortable chairs, with good
visuals and a sound system fit for the purpose.
Admission is £2.50, which includes refreshments
following the talk.
Everyone is very welcome to our meetings; no joining
fee, just pay at the door when you choose to
come. We look forward to seeing you, just come along
and discover more. If you wish to be added to our emailing last, please email WCHGHants@gmail.com.
You are assured of a warm welcome!

Apology to advertisers from the DEK, our Printers
We apologise to all those advertisers whose advert was regrettably omitted from the October issue. We
have advised the Magazines Treasurer to reimburse those affected and that we would cover the cost.
Director – Roger Goff

MEON VALLEY ACTIVE RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION
Hon Sec: Ann Joyce email mvara@aejoyce.me.uk (Tel: 01329 232099)
Nouveau groupe de conversation
courts, net, racquets and a slower ball enabling easier
française avancée Je voudrais
movement to reach it. All equipment is provided; just
organiser un nouveau groupe des gens qui ont envie
wear flat trainers and comfortable clothing. Contact:
de se rencontrer deux fois par mois pour parler
Sam on 07759 811194
français chez eux. Ce que je propose est que nous
Tai Chi: Jubilee Hall – Gold Room. Wednesday
nous rencontrons le deuxieme et quatrieme mardi de
mornings. There are two sessions: Beginners/less
chaque mois de deux heures a quatre heures de
experienced: 09:00 to 10:00 Experienced: 10:15 to
l'apres-midi. Je suggere que le format de la reunion
11:15. Cost per individual session £4.00 for
soit une heure de parler de la pluie et de beaux
members; £5.50 for non-members Contact: Cherry
temps, une pause the, suivie par presque une
Wynne-Powell on 01329 833254
deuxieme heure de lire et traduire, un par un, un
Table Tennis: Priory Park Club House. Wed
roman français.On aura besoin de se debrouiller pas
afternoons, 14:00 to 17:00 New members welcome.
mal en français ( mais pas a perfection!) Si ce groupe
Cost per session £3.00 members, £4.50 nonvous interesse, veuillez me contacter par moyen de
members. Contact John Moorhouse on 01489 896366
mail ou telephone.
Contact Lyndon Palmer
New Age Kurling: Jubilee Hall, Ruby Room, third
lyndonpalmer@me.com
01489896862
or
Thursday of the month. November 16th - Sessions
07881991763
run from 14:00 to 16:00. Cost per individual session:
Exercise Class: St. Peter’s Church Hall Bishop’s
members £3.00, non-members £3.50. Contact: Geoff
Waltham. Every Monday, 10:00 to 11:15 Cost per
Matthews on 01489 890843
session: members £2.00, non-members £2.50. Please
Spanish Lessons: Classes held on Friday mornings at
note there is a waiting list for this class. Contact:
The Stables, Free Street, Bishops Waltham.
Chee Price 01489 893140.
Spanish I for Beginners: a new class started on
Ladies’ Pub Lunch: First Monday of the Month.
October 6th, 09:15 to 10:15. Spanish II restarted on
November 6th 12:15 for 12:30 organiser Chriszena
October 6th and will run from 10:45 to 11:45. Call
Strachan 01489 893719 Contact Organiser by the
contact John Moorhouse on 01489 896366 to discuss
previous Monday for venue and to book a place.
Scrabble for Fun: Sessions on Friday afternoons in
Please note that there may be a waiting list
the small room at The Paterson Centre, Swanmore
IT learning classes: The Silver Room, Jubilee Hall,
(next to the church) from 14:00 to 16:00. Cost £2.00
Tues mornings. Bishops Waltham. Contact: Ian
per session. Beginners very welcome. Please be
Wynne-Powell Wynnepowell@btinternet.com or
prompt! Contact: Lena Frost on 01489 894828
telephone him on 01329 833254
Theatre/Cinema visits: Visits are organised
Touchtennis: Tuesday mornings from 11:00 to
throughout the year. For information on visits
12:30. Active Academy Tennis introduces sessions
contact Kay Corke 01489 890727
based on the philosophy of touchtennis with smaller

MEON VALLEY CARERS GROUP NEWS
Registered Charity No. 1107865
Promoting a positive way of living with dementia

The Meon Valley Carers Group is a
voluntary group supporting carers and families
dealing with dementia. An informal pub lunch is held
on the second Tuesday of each month at The Forge in
Shedfield, providing Carers with the opportunity to
relax and socialize. On the fourth Tuesday of the
month a group meeting is held at the Paterson
Centre, Swanmore with enjoyable events for
members to participate in. It also provides an
opportunity to hear a variety of talks on relevant
themes and volunteers provide activities for the
cared for to allow their Carers a little time off. A team
of voluntary qualified drivers are able to transport
members to and from their homes. This service is
available thanks to the generosity of the Meon Valley

Lions who own the minibus. We also try to
incorporate other activities and outings into the
programme during the year. In November we will
have an outing to Haskins Garden Centre for a bit of
Christmas shopping before heading to the restaurant
for afternoon tea.
14th Nov: Pub Lunch, The Forge, Shedfield 12 noon
28th Nov: Outing to Haskins Garden Centre, leaving
Paterson Centre 1.30pm
5th Dec: Christmas Lunch, The Forge, Shedfield 12
noon
12th Dec: Christmas Panto, Paterson Centre 2pm
Meon Valley Carers Group, at the Paterson Centre,
Church Road, Swanmore Mon 9.15am – 1.15pm, Tel:
01489 895444. Email: meon-valley@btconnect.com

COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
Disruptive Building Works: We are keenly aware that
some residents have been seriously affected by the
building works that continue apace in Waltham Chase.
We therefore publicise again the telephone number for
Compliance who are part of Planning Enforcement in
Winchester City Council, on 01962 840222 ext2255.
They monitor sites to ensure they keep within the
constraints of their planning permissions. This also
includes traffic monitoring where a Traffic Management
and Site Access Plan is part of the permission. Should
you see something untoward (e.g. construction vehicles
accessing the site via Sandy Lane, or vehicles parking
carelessly during working hours etc) and you can't
contact a Councillor please ring Compliance.
Ditches: If you own land or property alongside a river
or other watercourse (defined as any natural or
artificial channel that water flows through, such as a
river, including where a river flows through a culvert,
brook, beck, or mill stream including a culvert) you are
a 'riparian owner'. So, a drainage ditch on your
boundary makes you liable for its maintenance.
Hampshire County Council (HCC) is the lead local flood
authority and as such is also responsible for minimising
local flood risk which includes flooding caused by
unconsented alterations to ordinary watercourses. If
you intend to carry out work which may affect the flow
or storage of water, you need to apply to HCC for
consent. Many landowners have filled in seemingly
random ditches within their property which is being
highlighted with the increasing number of new sites
being
developed.
Please
see
www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/envir
onment/flooding/floodprevention for more detail.
Highways Issues: Many issues have been brought to
our notice; including those affecting Botley Road, Bull
Lane, Church Road, Clewers Lane, Curdridge Lane,
Forest Road, High Street, Lower Chase Road, Sandy
Lane, Solomon’s Lane, and Winchester Road - the list
grows. Accordingly, we invited Cllr Rob Humby, who is
HCC’s Executive Member for the Environment and
Highways, to visit the parish and he is now apprised
first-hand of our problems. Solutions are another
matter and patience will be required, the exceptions are
of course where public safety is endangered, for
example the reduction of visibility splays at the junction
of Solomon’s Lane and High Street. Local authority
responsibility for public safety is separate from road
users disobeying the Highway Code.
Local Plan Part 2: Whilst the text of adopted Local
Plan Part 2 has been available to view on-line for some
time, the final version with images and all the updated
policies’
maps
can
now
be
viewed
at:
www.winchester.gov.uk/planning-policy/local-planpart-2/lpp2-adoption/.
Plan to double number of Council homes built by
2020:
Following Prime Minister Theresa May’s
confirmation that her government will meet the

Conservative manifesto promise to renew the building
of council and social housing, WCC has announced plans
to double the amount of council homes built by 2020.
This means that the Council’s existing target of
delivering 300 new council homes by 2020 is now more
than 600. The plan will provide homes for older people
and families and include ambitious plans, aiming to
provide for young people who want to take their first
steps onto the housing ladder.
Jane Austen’s 200th Anniversary: Jane Austen died in
Winchester in 1817, in rented rooms in College Street.
She was buried in the north aisle of the Cathedral.
Tours are on offer to visitors for an intimate and often
amusing insight into her life and connections with the
Cathedral.
Tickets include a walk through the
Cathedral's historic Inner Close to the house on College
Street where Jane and Cassandra stayed during their
time in Winchester and afterwards, tea or coffee and
cake in the Cathedral Refectory. The tour lasts about an
hour and tickets are £12.50 (plus 75p/ticket booking
fee, capped at £5). Contact cathedral.office@winchestercathedral.org.uk or 01962 857275. In addition, over the
Remembrance Sunday weekend three very different
film adaptations based on some of Jane's most famous
novels are being shown in the King Alfred Conference
Chamber at the Guildhall starting at 7.30 pm: Friday
10th Nov - "Becoming Jane" starring Anne Hathaway
and James McAvoy; Saturday 11th Nov - "Clueless"
starring Alicia Silverstone, Stacey Dash, Paul Rudd and
Brittany Murphy and on Sunday 12th Nov - "Pride &
Prejudice" - starring Keira Knightley and Matthew
MacFadyen. Tickets are £4.50 for adults and £3.50 for
concessions and are available from the Tourist
Information Centre - 01962 840 500.
Winchester's Christmas Market: The market is
recognized as one of the best in Europe and loved for its
unique location—nestled beside the cathedral in its
historic close and surrounding a real ice rink. Find
chalets manned by high quality exhibitors, including
leading charities, hand-picked for their interesting and
exclusive products.
The focus on British crafts,
independent traders and artisan festive foods, as well as
regular performances by local choirs, really does make
this market stand out from the rest. It runs from 20th
November to 22nd December: open from 10am ‘til 6pm
Sunday to Wednesday and 10am ‘til 7.30pm Thursday
to Saturday – telephone 01962 857 200.
Droxford Christmas Market: Saturday 25th Nov from
10:30 am ‘til 3:00 pm. This popular annual Christmas
Market is held in Droxford Village Hall with a range of
different craft stalls; including home-made soup, mince
pies and refreshments available throughout the day.
If anyone wishes to engage us on any of the above, or on
any matter they believe the district or county council
can help with, please contact us – see inside back cover.
Roger Huxstep, Linda Gemmell, Frank Pearson, Vicki
Weston

SHEDFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
(Incorporating the villages of Shedfield, Shirrell Heath and Waltham Chase)

www.shedfieldparishcouncil.org.uk
We are pleased to report that the fourth defibrillator
has now been installed in our adopted BT Telephone
Kiosk in Church Road, Shedfield.
Some new
‘Defibrillator’ signs have been purchased and these
will be installed to replace the current ‘Telephone
Box’ signs as soon as possible.
With much regret the Parish Council recently made
the decision to fell a Beech tree on Shedfield
Recreation Ground. We would like to reassure all
parishioners that Shedfield Parish Council value the
presence of all trees and do not take the decision to
fell a tree without good reason to do so and having
taken specialist advice.
A specialist Arboricultural Consultancy advised that
Giant Polypore (Meripilus giganteus) was growing at
the base of the Beech tree stem, tracking structural
roots of the tree which can result in total failure of
the tree. Whilst such a tree could remain standing for
many years without any signs of decline in its canopy,
at the same time it could fall without notice, even
without wind.
The Beech tree was situated adjacent to Upper
Church Road and taking into consideration the
potential danger to both people and the properties
located in the vicinity, the decision was therefore
made to have the tree felled immediately.
Winchester City Council was also consulted to
confirm that the tree was not covered by a TPO and

their understanding of the Giant Polypore was in line
with the specialist advice already received.
At all times of the year problems with roads, both
within our Parish and across the County, need to be
reported. Tree or hedge problems, pot holes,
flooding or drainage issues, as well as paving
problems, can all be reported direct to Hampshire
County Council Highways Department at the
following link https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport.
If you do identify any problems, please report the
issue at the link; the more reports made the better in
order to encourage swifter action.
In our article last month we asked all riparian owners
to keep their drainage ditches clear. A report has
since been received that a large amount of garden
waste has been found deposited in ditches opposite
properties.
Please refrain from filling any ditches with waste;
they are not just decorative, they serve a purpose to
avoid flooding. If you are guilty of filling them up
then you will suffer the consequences, along with
your neighbours. Please report any sightings to the
Office, with photographic evidence if possible.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to
contact the Parish Office on 01329 830060, email:
clerk@shedfieldparishcouncil.org.uk

WALTHAM CHASE PRE-SCHOOL
www.walthamchasepreschool.weebly.com
As a committee run Pre-school we
have close links with our local community and the
families of the children attending our Pre-school.
Recently our parents have been involved with
helping the committee and staff to make decisions
about what new equipment to have in our garden.
Through decisions such as this we are giving parents,
carers and grandparents a chance to contribute and
make a difference to their child’s education.

to have breakfast with them. This is a good
opportunity for children to show what they enjoy at
Pre-school and to have the opportunity to try some
new foods and healthy snacks together. We all tried
pumpkin bread for the first time!

We work closely with our Pre-school families and
welcome them to spend time in the Pre-school with
their child. This starts from when a child first has
settling in sessions all the way through their time
with us, through parents evenings, performances,
fund raising events and shared meal times and
activities.

We welcome any members of the community to get
involved at Pre-school – you may have an interest
which you would like to share with the children, just
come to read a story or become one of our volunteers
or committee members.

For Halloween we invited the children’s grown-ups

In December our parents and children will all have
the opportunity to have lunch together and have a
festive sing-a-long! We’ll be busy practising over the
next few weeks.

If you are interested then please get in touch with us
via telephone on 07913640795 or email at
walthamchasepreschool@yahoo.co.uk

Midday Supervisory Assistant
St John the Baptist Primary School, Waltham Chase
Monday - Friday, 39 weeks per year from 11:55am – 13:05pm, £7.93 per hour
This will include some working on INSET days
We are looking to appoint a new Midday Supervisory Assistant at our Primary School. Vacancies are for every
day of the week, but if you can only offer 3 days each week, we will be very happy to consider your
application.
Your duties will include:
 Ensuring that all children are safe, happy and well behaved at all times
 Supervising and helping children while they eat their lunch
 Supervising and playing with children outside on the playground and in the classroom
 Administering first aid
 Ensuring that lunchtimes are a happy time for all involved and dealing with any issues
in a positive and thoughtful way
 Cleaning and putting away tables and chairs
We are looking for someone who will be:
 Conscientious
 Reliable
 Hard working
 Trustworthy
 Flexible with the demands of the job
 Able to work as part of a team
 Able to take pride in their work and in the
school
 Understanding the importance of Health and
Safety

We are able to offer in return:
 Training, in-house and off site as appropriate eg
first aid
 Friendly and helpful pupils and staff
 An excellent and rewarding working
environment

Please email: adminoffice@st-john-pri.hants.sch.uk for an application pack,
or contact Linda Dudley at the School Office on 01329 833141
Start Date: As soon as all the necessary employment checks have been completed
St John’s is a Church of England School; therefore candidates are expected to demonstrate a positive commitment to
the school’s ethos and values. You do not need to be a practising Christian to be the right person for us but it is
essential that you are fully committed to being part of our community and understanding and supportive of our
Christian ethos.
St John the Baptist Primary School is committed to safeguarding our pupils and promoting the welfare of children and
young people. We expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. We will ensure that all our recruitment
and selection practices reflect this commitment. All successful candidates will be subject to Disclosure and Barring
Service checks along with other relevant employment checks.

Have you ever thought about joining the School Crossing Patrol?
We are always looking for that special someone to join our team. To manage the crossing points
our School Crossing Patrols require a combination of professional skills to manage the traffic,
and personal skills to deal with children, drivers, parents and teachers. Our staff is dedicated,
valued members of their community. No matter what the weather they represent one of the
friendliest faces in public service.
The job is for 10 hours each week, term time only @ £8.12 per hour.
If you would like to speak to the School Crossing Patrol Team about the current vacancy here in Waltham Chase,
please contact them by phone or e-mail on:
Hampshire County Council: 01962 832213
Email: school.crossing@hants.gov.uk
Hampshire County Council is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people
and vulnerable adults. We expect all employees, workers and volunteers to share the commitment. We will
ensure that all our recruitment and selection practices reflect this commitment. The post is subject to a criminal
records check.

FAIRLANDS DAY NURSERY
Church Road, Shedfield, Southampton SO32 2HY Tel: 01329 834848
We have had a fantastic start to the new
term, and the children are busy enjoying autumn, and
making the most of our lovely grounds. We recently
celebrated Harvest Festival in Shedfield church, with
each child bringing tins and packets of food for those
in need. The children sang a special song about
harvest time and the Pre-school children created a
lovely duck pond scene using their painting and craft
skills for the window display at the church; many
thanks to Reverend Juliette and Mrs Jones for making
this possible.
The baby department and Pre-school enjoyed
exploring the autumn leaves on the field. Pre-school
also made some autumn hats with the leaves they
collected!

Don’t forget that Fairland’s toddler group takes place
on a Wednesday morning 9-10:15 am (£2 per adult)
in our main Nursery. We now have ‘JamBops’
attending most sessions so there is lots of music and
dancing! This is also an opportunity for existing
parents to pop in and have a coffee and chat, or for
new children starting the nursery to get used to the
surroundings and meet our friendly staff! Everybody
is welcome.
We are already busy practicing for our ‘Fairlands
nativity’ which will take place in the church in
December. As you walk down Church road listen out
for the sound of ‘Jingle Bells’ in November!
Jo and Beth (admin@fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk)

SHEDFIELD BROWNIES
Shedfield Brownies meets on
Thursdays, 6-7.30pm, and we currently have spaces any girls aged 7-10 years can join us. We enjoy
games, sports, singing, crafts, days out,
cooking and eating, talent shows, badges,
teamwork, music, visits, thinking and learning
about others and the world around us and
lots more. We encourage the girls to suggest
activities they would like to do.
We go on a Brownie holiday each year which,
as well as being great fun for the girls, helps
to build confidence, develop independence

and provide further opportunities for teamwork and
friendship. On our holiday this year we visited
Sparsholt Agriculture College and had a ride on a
trailer, it was very bumpy but great fun!!
If your daughter would like to join Brownies,
come for a taster session or if you would like
further information please contact me, Sarah
Moore mooreappletrees@hotmail.com or
01489 892700
More information about Brownies can be
found at: www.girlguiding.org.uk

WALTHAM CHASE FLOWER CLUB
The September meeting proved an
interesting one. After having difficulty in confirming
that the demonstrator (Carolyn Vanstone) was
coming – she had moved house and we had difficulty
in making contact – we eventually had one of the
more lively afternoons.
Carolyn’s subject was ‘Women of Influence’. The first
woman was Florence Nightingale. She was the
subject of the monthly competition and members
were complimented on doing some interesting
arrangements. As she worked, Carolyn talked about
her subjects and a wonderful arrangement soon
graced the demonstration stand. Laura Ashley and
Mother Theresa followed. For her fourth different
arrangement Carolyn told the ladies in her audience
that ‘You can all be women of influence.’ The final
arrangement, a most spectacular one, depicted that

our own Queen Elizabeth 2nd was today’s ‘Woman of
Influence’. Jenny Withers thanked the speaker for a
most interesting demonstration.
After the AGM in October, we move on to the preChristmas demonstration. A ‘special’ demonstrator
is always booked for this afternoon. Martina Coleman
is booked and her subject is ‘Wonderful Life’; a rather
fitting follow-up to the September demonstration. As
always, the village hall door is thrown open to
everybody who would like to come. If anybody is
interested in taking part in the competition, the
subject is ‘Special moments in my life’. How many
wedding type arrangements will come along, we
wonder? The meeting is at Waltham Chase Village
Hall; the demonstration starts at 2.15pm and entry
for non-members is £5.

BISHOPS WALTHAM ROTARY CLUB
With a high number of humanitarian and
natural disasters occurring across the
world, Rotary clubs are at the forefront of assistance,
through collecting funds, raising awareness and
offering support. As well as donating the vast
majority of the charity funds to local needy causes,
Rotary is an international organisation with the
ability to respond to international disasters when

they occur. We have all been shocked by the scenes of
devastation from the Caribbean recently: so many
families without homes and the likelihood that, with
the best will in the world, not getting back to a home
for many months, or longer.
Bishops Waltham Rotary has committed £1,000 of
funds for 2 Shelter Boxes, to help the disaster relief in
the Caribbean. Rotary Great Britain & Ireland and
Rotary International have also supported this charity
for many years, as reported on Breakfast TV and The
One Show recently. If you would like to help,
please
view
their
site
to
donate:
www.shelterbox.org or Facebook. These sturdy
green Shelter Boxes are designed to help people

who have lost everything. They are filled with
practical tools and utensils that help to create the
framework for everyday life. Each contains a familysized tent that protects people from the elements and
provides a safe space in which people can start to
recover from physical and emotional trauma. The
contents differ depending on the disaster and the
climate, but items such as solar lights, water storage
and purification equipment, thermal blankets and
cooking utensils help start the process of creating a
new home.

Members of BW Rotary club collected almost £400, in
the High Street, for the Caribbean fund. This has been
sent to Rotary international and will be directed,
along with funds from other clubs around the world,
to Caribbean Rotary clubs to distribute locally. So,
thank you for being so generous, and if you would
like to donate some more, please contact me directly
at mike.berry@bishopswalthamrotary.org Rotary’s
global network means members from all over the
world can collaborate to save lives and rebuild
communities following natural disasters. We are
People of Action. Find out how you can help at:
www.rotarygbi.org/disaster-relief

MEON VALLEY LIONS CLUB
Volunteering is fun and rewarding!
A busy month for the Lions, as we have
been heavily involved in a number of community and
fund-raising activities. Our BBQ kit was given a
thorough work-out again at the annual Taste of
Wickham event, which is now celebrating its fourth
year. As in previous years, we teamed up with Tull’s
the local Wickham butcher, setting up our BBQ stall
right outside the butcher’s shop. A wind-blown day,
with rain putting in an unwelcome appearance midafternoon, meant that numbers were down slightly
on previous years. Nevertheless, the Lions BBQ
served over 500 portions (about 100 an hour!) and
raised over £1,000 for our charity account.
We also donated the services of the Meon Valley
Lions’ minibus, providing a shuttle bus between the
offsite car park and Wickham square. Our thanks go
to all the Lions and numerous other volunteers for
giving up their time and working some long and
intense shifts, both at the stall and driving the
minibus, throughout the day.
A band of Lions also turned out for
marshalling duties at the Alzheimer’s
Society’s Memory Walk in Southampton.
This is a different aspect of what Lions do –
rather than raising money, we volunteer
our services freely to others enabling them
to raise the cash. Thousands of walkers turned up on
a cool Sunday morning, for the annual sponsored
walk event held on Southampton Common. There
were two walk lengths, of 6.5km and a 2km and the
flood of walkers, all dressed in the blue T-shirts
provided by the Alzheimer’s Charity, cut an amazing
sight as they poured along the footpaths. As we go to
press, the Charity has announced that they have
raised almost £100,000 form the Southampton

Memory Walk, which together with the cash from
other Memory Walks across the UK, has brought this
summer’s total to around £3.5 million; a remarkable
total, for a deserving cause!
Most of the walk participants had personal
experience of Alzheimer’s and wore cards bearing
names of friends and relatives who were suffering, or
had suffered, from the crippling effects of dementia.
One highlight of the day was seeing the Memory Tree
erected near the start of the walk, adorned with all
those personal messages and dedications which the
walkers had left in memory of those who know
longer have a memory.
Another highlight was the embarrassed look on the
face of the delightful Claire from the Alzheimer’s
Society, who referred to us accidentally as Rotary!
We’ve forgiven her!
Finally, the Lions put up a team for a charity quiz in
Swanmore Village Hall, to raise money for a duet-bike
for a special local girl called Ella. The hall was
crammed with 19 tables of teams of up to 8 members
and the Lions struggled through various
disastrous rounds about cuts of meat, art and
literature, modern music, faces of TV celebs
etc, before redeeming themselves by playing
the joker on the general knowledge round
and scoring almost maximum points. They
upheld the honour of Lions, finishing a creditable 8th
out of 19 teams and raising a fair amount towards the
cost of the bike.
Think you could be a volunteer? Check out the
membership section on the home page of our
website, to see if it’s for you. Photograph: Lions
marshals ready for the off!

WHAT’S NEW AT THE VILLAGE HALL
We have had a busy few months.
Over the summer holidays the hall
has had a new ceiling, lighting and plasterwork on
one of the walls; all making for a lighter, brighter
space for everyone. October half term will see the
installation of new front doors and a new much
needed rear fire exit; a very generous donation from
builders Southcott Homes who are developing a site
just off Clewers Hill in Waltham Chase. They are the
first builder in the area to show their support and we
thank them. The next job on the ‘list’ is new curtains
so we are busy saving for these. If anyone has any
contacts that may be willing to help then please do let
us know. Our race night held in October to raise
money for hall refurbishments was well attended and
over £600 made. Our next event is a Bingo and

puddings night on the 9th December. Keep a look out
for posters in the village and put the date in your
diary. It will be a god night out.
In January we will have some regular slots available
to hire, so if you are a group that needs a home we
would be happy to help. The slots are from 7.30pm
on a Thursday each week and Fridays from 4.30pm.
As our regular Friday hirer has left in the short term
we are also taking party bookings for a Friday night.
Remember we have a great skittle alley at the hall
and with hire charges starting from £15.30 an hour
you can have a great night out that won’t break the
bank. If you have any booking query from a one off
game of skittles or party to a regular booking for the
main hall or Yeoman room then please call Christine
Cunningham on 0794 0704 676.

BISHOP’S WALTHAM PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
In September the Society took part in the
St Peters Fayre. This year we were able to
show-off a wide variety of images displayed on a
much larger stand - showcasing the different genres
of photography that our Members are interested in.
These, together with images put together by Anita
Taylor of ‘then and now’ scenes around Bishop’s
Waltham drew lots of attention and a number of
visitors to the stand were keen to find out more
about the society.
The next two club meetings were dedicated to the
presentation of Member’s ‘Portfolios’.
At the
beginning of the year a set topic is randomly
allocated to everyone. It is a way of getting you out of
your ‘photographic comfort zone’ and this year saw
over 30 sets of images and presentations on:
Symmetry, Emotions, Food, Geometrical Shapes,
Looking Up, Transport
- to name just a few!
The audience was
entertained by Jeff’s
Portfolio on Food, with
his ‘Bean on Toast’ and
Sarah
Townley’s
Portfolio on ‘Threes’ creating a ripple of laughter!
On 2nd November the fourth and final competition
round of the year takes place. It is a themed round –

Coastal,
and
we
welcome back Gordon
and Louise Brown as
our Judges for the
evening.
The
full
results and winners of
our leagues will be
announced next time!
Coming up in the next couple of months we will be
welcoming two very different guest speakers. First
up is Jamie Dunn (30th Nov). Jamie is a wedding
photographer but made his transition from semi-pro
to fully-professional through the photo-journalism
route. He will be talking to us about his background,
how he approaches his photography and how to ‘take
better images’.
Our final speaker of the year is local wildlife
photographer Pete Whieldon ARPS (7th Dec). Pete
enjoys sharing his knowledge & passion for natural
history. He will explain how field-craft and knowing
your subject can all help to improve your wildlife
photography as well as showing us some of his
award-winning images. Tickets are £5 on the door
for both events.
For more information, see our
www.bishopswalthamphotosociety.co.uk

website:

MEON VOICES
Meon voices Choir started the current session midSeptember and we are now busy learning our parts
for the new programme to be presented at the
Christmas concerts in December. Our concerts this
year are to be held in the evening on 7th December at
St.Peter’s Church, Bishop’s Waltham and in the
afternoon on 14th December at the United Free
Church, Bishop’s Waltham. A few new singers have

joined us to swell our numbers this session, but there
are still vacancies, particularly for Sopranos. We
usually sing in 4-part harmony but occasionally the
piece of music calls for 2 soprano parts. Therefore
there is an extra demand for ladies who can sing
soprano. If you or anyone you know is interested in
joining us, please contact Phil on 01489 579078
email coundleypj@yahoo.com or Maureen on 01489
890335 email alan@agbuckland.plus.com or
why not come along to our practice night
Monday 7.30-9.30 at the United Free Church,
Basingwell Street, Bishop’s Waltham ( next
to the central car-park). There is no audition
and you do not have to be able to read music.
Each part is learnt at practice nights and by
additional practice at home using the
internet where our leader Solvieg Harris sets
out the separate parts for us. All we ask for is
an interest in singing the wide range of
pieces we sing, to practice our parts and a
willingness to join in with a friendly group of
singers. We even have a tea break with
home-made biscuits!! We look forward to
hearing from you, you will be very welcome.

HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT WILDLIFE TRUST
MIGRATORY BIRDS – HOW THEY FIND THEIR WAY
As autumn draws to a close and winter comes into
the fore, many of the world’s migratory birds are
travelling far and wide in preparation for the season
ahead. Visiting osprey and swallow have left the UK
for the warmer climes of Africa, while fieldfare,
brambling and widgeon arrive in their thousands.
Migration is a wondrous natural phenomenon, and
true testament to the extraordinary capabilities of
birds. 40% of all birds in the world are migrants, the
long distance travellers amongst them being the most
well-known. So you may be surprised to learn just
how many other birds make up this vast and varied
group – even the blackbirds and robins that inhabit
your local park may be seasonal visitors from Eastern
Europe.
Just imagine having to find your way from one
country to another with no map, satnav or compass
to guide you. Exactly how birds are able to navigate
so effectively over such long distances remains the
greatest mystery of migration, although we can be
fairly sure of the main contributing factors.
The sun
Understanding the position of the sun (or the stars
and moon for night-flying migrants) is a crucial skill
for any migrating bird. A bird flying north knows to
keep the sun behind it, and understands that in order
to stay on course the sun must be over its right
shoulder in the morning and over its left shoulder in
the evening. Amazingly, birds also know that the
height of the midday sun gets lower the further north
they travel, and they use this information to help
them determine when they have reached their
destination.

Even when the sun is hidden by clouds in bad
weather, birds can detect its whereabouts using
polarised light, ultra-violet rays invisible to the
human eye.
An internal compass
It’s also possible that birds have an internal
‘compass’. Scientists have found tiny grains of
manganite in the brains of some birds, a mineral that
detects the earth’s magnetic field. It may be that this
helps birds to navigate by finding the position of true
north.
Body fat
Knowing when you have reached your destination is
just as important as finding it. Some small birds use
their body fat as an indicator – before setting off, they
gain just enough body fat to last them the journey.
Once the fat is used up, they know they have arrived.
As remarkable as they are, birds are not perfect, and
do sometimes lose their way. But for the most part,
they arrive exactly when and where they mean to. So,
if ever someone calls you a birdbrain, take it as a
well-earned compliment.

THE RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION
Working for walkers - WALTHAM GROUP. Here are some of our walks for November
Do come along and join us: you will be most welcome
Sun 5th Nov

10am

SWANMORE: Car park opposite Paterson Centre, Church
Road. 5 miles.

Leader: Pauline
01489 892386

Sun 12th Nov

10am

BINSTED (nr. Alton): Recreation ground car park. Bring
packed lunch. 8.5 miles

Leader: Audrey
01489 894211

Wed 15th Nov

10am

SHAWFORD: Car park at top of Down off Otterbourne Road.
5 miles

Leader: John
01962 715201

Wed 22nd Nov

10am

TWYFORD: Recreation ground car park in Park Lane. 5.3
miles

Wed 29th Nov

10am

BOTLEY: Car park in Mortimer Road, near church. 5.5 miles

Leaders: Chris & David
01489 896331
Leader: Pat
07729 319542

For further information about the local Ramblers group, please contact Lynda on 01489 892043

Venues: Reading Room
WChase Village Hall
Study Centre
Children’s Centre
Children’s Society
Parish Plans
Orienteering
Brownies: Waltham Chase
Shedfield
Shedfield Guides
Friends of Guiding
Scouts Group Leader
Beavers (Mon)
Mowgli Cubs (Tue)
Grey Brother Cubs (Wed)
Scouts (Mon)
Explorers
Shedfield Cricket Club Sec
Shedfield Horticultural Society
Shedfield Society
Shedfield Petanque
Waltham Chase Toddler Group
Fairlands Toddler Group
Shirrell Heath Methodist
WChase Methodist Little Fishes
Tree Warden
Trust 2000: Secretary
Chairman
WChase Caravan Club
Waltham Wolves & Mini Soccer
WChase Flower Club
WChase Genealogical Society
WChase History Group
Meon Valley Lions Club
Women’s Institute: Shedfield
Waltham Chase
PARISH COUNCILLORS
Shedfield/Shirrell Heath Ward

Waltham Chase Ward

Clerk Parish Council
District Councillors

County Councillor

Miss Caroline Ford
Windmill House St. John's Lane Shedfield
Christine Cunningham Email: walthamchasevillagehall@gmail.com
Parish Admin
Email: admin@stjohnthebaptistshedfield.org.uk
Merry-Go-Round
Buddens Road Wickham PO17 5HU.
Mrs Ann Thompson Woodfidley New Road Swanmore
Mrs Pat Staples
Email: info@shedfieldparishplans.org.uk
Miss Caroline Ford
Windmill House St Johns Lane Shedfield
Heather Pearce
pearceheather@hotmail.co.uk
Mrs Sarah Moore
Appletrees Winchester Road Waltham Chase
Helen Dyne
Email: shedfieldguides@gmail.com
Jane Gentry
71 Churchill Ave Bishops Waltham, SO32 1DA.
Sue Ward
Email: sue.j.ward65@gmail.com
Kathryn Longstaff
Email: shedfieldbeavers@outlook.com
Sue Ward
Email: sue.j.ward65@gmail.com
Sue Ward
Email: sue.j.ward65@gmail.com
Simon Liller
Email:shedfieldscouts@outlook.com
Mike Wharf
mwharf@rjwatkinson.co.uk
Mr Mark Phillimore The Grange Sandy Lane Shedfield
Caroline Ford
Windmill House St John's Lane Shedfield SO32 2TA
Miss Caroline Ford
Windmill House St John’s Lane Shedfield SO32 2TA
Email: www.shedfield-petanque.org.uk
Mrs Sandra Glover
32 Brooklyn Close Waltham Chase
Church Road Shedfield SO32 2HY
Pam Morgan
pammorgan55@yahoo.co.uk
Mrs Rosie Banks
Mr Peter Milla
Glebe Lodge Church Road Shedfield SO32 2HY
Dick Shepley
Briar Cottage Clubhouse Lane WChase SO32 2NN
Mrs Anne Taylor
Rivendell, Twynhams Hill, Shirrell Heath
Chris Bezant
45 Forest Close Waltham Chase
Alison Searle
6 Linden Close, Waltham Chase
Jill Sutton
Woodbank, Chase Grove, Waltham Chase SO32 2LF
Chris Pavey
Email: walthamchase@hgs-online.org.uk
Linda Dudley
Email: ldudley1512@gmail.com
Ian Adams
contact@meonvalleylionsclub.org.uk
Mrs Josie Dyson
Hill View Mill Lane Brockbridge Droxford
Bridget Jones
Claremont Solomons Lane Shirrell Heath SO32 2HU
Mrs Jess Bond
Gramble Garth Winters Road Shirrell Heath
Mr Jim Coleman
Heath Lodge, High Street, Shirrell Heath
Mr Jeff Crate
High Street, Shirrell Heath
Mr Stuart Jones
Claremont Solomons Lane Shirrell Heath
Mrs Linda Warren
Poppy Down Cottage, High Street, Shirrell Heath
Mrs Margo Berry
Woodfield, Solomons Lane, Shirrell Heath
Mrs Cathy Roberts
St Davids, Church Road, Shedfield
Mrs Deirdre Robbins West View, Winchester Road, Shedfield
Mr Kevin Dye
The Ridings Waltham Chase
Mrs Margaret Jones The Firs Chase Grove Waltham Chase
Mrs Maria Robbie
Forest Farm Winchester Rd WChase SO32 2LL
Mrs Lynne Kaspar
Linden Close, Waltham Chase
Mrs Mandy Cooksley Shedfield Recreation Ground, Upper Church Road
Parish Council Office Email: clerk@shedfieldparishcouncil.org.uk
Mrs Linda Gemmell 1 Highlands Winchester Road WChase SO32 2NA
Mr Roger Huxstep
Cam Cottage Botley Road Shedfield SO32 2HN
Vivian Achwal
Email: vachwal@winchester.gov.uk
Roger Bentote
Email: rbentote@winchester.gov.uk
Frank Pearson
Email: fpearson@winchester.gov.uk
Vicki Weston
Email: vweston@winchester.gov.uk
Mr Roger Huxstep
Cam Cottage Botley Road Shedfield SO32 2HN

01329 832107
07940704676
01329 832162
01329 834874
01489 892611
01489 896848
01329 832107
07791966432
01489 892700
01489 892381
01489 890961
01329 833635

07808547096
01329 833865
01329 832107
01329 832107
01489 891509
01329 834848
07722 057772
01489 896736
01329 833405
01489 892989
01329 834904
01489 892043
01489 325234
01489 892824
01489 895462
01489 896690
0845 833 7812
01489 877621
01329 833148
07587 639203
01329 835382
01329 833148
01329 833626
01329 833114
07496 835046
01329 832999
01489 894663
01489 891909
07748 112299
01329 830060
07918 623009
01489 895023
01329 833884
01489 570199
01489 890698
01489 892822
01329 835161
01329 833884

Shedfield Church

Advent Market
Saturday 9th December
12noon - 2pm

in Shedfield Church and Study Centre
Home-made Cakes, Christmas Cards,
Crafts, Plants and Flowers, Preserves,
Toys, Children’s Activity Centre,
Books, Bric-a-Brac, Produce, Bottle Stall,
Lunches and Refreshments,
Mulled Wine
Children from St John the Baptist School will sing

Everyone Welcome
For further information, please contact
Brian Southon on 01329 832286
or Ian Treveil on 01489 896184

