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 Letter from our Minister ….. 

By the time you read this, the Isaac family will have crossed the Solent from the 

Isle of Wight and settled into the Rectory.  I’ll be only a few days away from my 

licensing as Priest-in-Charge of the United Benefice of St John the Baptist Shedfield 

and St Nicholas Wickham.  It’s my great privilege to have been chosen by the 

Bishop, churchwardens and the parish representatives to serve you as Vicar of 

Shedfield and Rector of Wickham and with my ministry team colleagues work 

towards ‘Drawing people closer to God and to each other’ in our communities.  I 

am indebted to very many people, lay and ordained, for keeping the parishes in 

such good heart and soul through a long interregnum, and I’m particularly 

grateful for the faithful work and witness of the churchwardens and PCCs, the Revd Juliet Montague, our Reader 

Stephen Campion, and the Revd Brian McHugh.   

Your magazine editors are breaking me in gently by suggesting that I use my first letter to tell you the story of how 

I come to be here.  So, here goes!  I’m 58 years old and married to David, who, as you’ll soon detect from his accent, 

comes from South Wales.  David retired three years ago from Portsmouth Cathedral, where he was one of the 

canons and had particular responsibility in the diocese for looking after education and, more latterly, mission and 

ministry.  Our son, Thomas, is 24 and is a warfare officer in the Royal Navy.  He won’t be seeing his new home until 

Christmas when his ship returns from deployment in the Gulf. 

I was brought up in a Nottinghamshire mining village.  My father was churchwarden of the parish church and my 

sister and I were baptised and confirmed there.  After reading history at university and training as an archivist, I 

worked as an information officer at Methodist Church headquarters in London.  David and I met and got married 

and in 1990 we moved to Portsmouth, intending to stay for seven or so years at the Cathedral but not leaving for 

25!  When he was 8, Thomas became a chorister at Salisbury Cathedral and, thanks to singing evensong most days 

for five years, has a comprehensive knowledge of the Psalms that puts his clergy parents to shame.   

What about my journey towards becoming your priest?  I was working as a 

freelance copy editor when one day in 2010 a colleague at the cathedral 

asked me to cast my professional eye over the draft of a leaflet about 

vocations to ordained ministry. ‘Is God calling you?’ I read – a 

straightforward question that I realised I’d been avoiding for perhaps 30 

years or more.  One minister in the family was quite enough, I’d thought!  

That was the beginning.  After the rigorous selection process through 

which those exploring ordained ministry are required to go, in 2011 I 

began my training on a three-year regional scheme based at Sarum College 

in Salisbury and at Portsmouth Cathedral.  After my ordination in 2014 by 

the Bishop of Portsmouth we moved to the Isle of Wight, where I’ve served 

my title as assistant curate at two churches in Ryde: All Saints’ and St 

Michael and All Angels’.  The spire of All Saints’ is the tall one you can see 

across the Solent from Southsea!   

Over the last five years I’ve studied, as that old BT advertisement used to 

say, an ‘ology’: the-ology.  Theology means ‘God talk’, and talking about God 

is something we can all do, not just clergy, not just in church and not 

necessarily using unfamiliar words.  It’s one of the ways we can share in 

‘Drawing people closer to God and to each other’ – and I’m looking forward 

to doing just that in the parishes of Shedfield and Wickham, preferably 

over a cup of tea and a piece of cake!  A lot of truth, a wise old priest once 

said to me, can be shared over a cup of tea. 

And so, by the grace of God, together we begin this next stage of the 

journey.  My training incumbent, Canon Graham Morris, sends me to you 

with the advice that his first vicar gave to him when he was a new priest-

in-charge: a good priest needs to ‘pray faithfully, be loving and preach 

reasonably well’.  And as I start this new life in Shedfield and Wickham 

that’s what I’m called to do: ‘pray faithfully, be loving and preach 

reasonably well’.         

With warmest good wishes, Jane   



MESSY CHURCH  
meets once a month on the second Thursday in term time only 

Our next session will be on May 11th and we shall be telling  

the story of The Wise & Foolish Builders - do join us from 3.30-5.30 in St Nicholas Church Room  

Please visit stnicholaswickham.org.uk/messy-church for more information 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES at ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, SHEDFIELD & ST NICHOLAS, WICKHAM 

 
St John the Baptist Service Leader St Nicholas Service Leader 

May     

7th   10am Parish Holy Communion   JM Family Time SC 

 6pm    Choral Evensong SC 

14th   10am No service at Shedfield  Joint Parishes Holy Communion JI/JM/SC 

21st   10am Parish Holy Communion JI/SC Quiet Time JM 

 6pm Choral Evensong SC   

28th   10am Quiet Time SC Parish Holy Communion JI/JM 
        

HOLY COMMUNION SERVICES 

  Every Sunday 

  

  2nd Tuesday 

  Every Thursday 

8am Communion 

 

10am Communion 

10am Communion 

St John the Baptist, Shedfield  (Book of Common Prayer) 

St Nicholas, Wickham (Common Worship) 

in people’s homes (see pew leaflet for details) – all welcome 

in the Morrell Room of The Study Centre 

   

 Every day (Mon-Sat)  9.00am Morning prayers St John the Baptist, Shedfield   
  

PARISH HOLY COMMUNION A traditional service with robed choir 

FAMILY TIME A modern service designed with families and young children in mind.  It is very 
participative (this is not a service for sitting still!) with drawing, drama & discussion, 
contemporary worship songs via the sound system with songs and prayers projected 
on to the ‘big screen’ 

QUIET TIME  A quiet, contemplative service accompanied by robed choir. 

FAMILY BAPTISM  A family service designed to be warm and friendly for families bringing children for 
Holy Baptism 

CHORAL EVENSONG A traditional service with robed choir 

8AM HOLY COMMUNION A traditional early morning service 

METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES BISHOP’S WALTHAM UNITED FREE 
CHURCH SERVICES 

SHIRRELL HEATH:  Sunday 10.30am; morning worship with Junior 
Church (aged 3 upwards) and cre che.  Evening worship 6.00pm 
WALTHAM CHASE: Sundays 10.30am except 1st Sunday in the month: 
9.30am Family Breakfast followed by worship from 10.00-10.40 am and 
Worship & Word from 11.00am-12noon.  There are pre-school, primary 
and secondary age bible class groups at the 10.30am services. 

Sunday 10.30am 

BISHOP’S WALTHAM ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES 

Saturday 6.00pm First Mass of Sunday 
Sunday Mass 9.30am 

PARISH REGISTER 
Date Service Name Date Service Name 

None advised 

      



WALTHAM CHASE ANNUAL TEA PARTY FOR OVER 65s 

To be held on Sunday 1st October 2017.  Anyone in the parish over 65 is invited to attend. 

Full details in the July and September Magazine      Margaret Jones 

Date for your diary:  

Waltham Chase Village Hall AGM on Monday 22nd May at 7pm in the Yeoman Room 

 

 

            

DIARY: MAY 2017 

Date Time  Venue 

Tue 2nd  12:30pm Parish Lunch Club Church Study Centre (Boucher Hall) 

Sun 7th  
08:00am 
10:00am 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Parish Holy Communion 

St John the Baptist Church 
St John the Baptist Church 

Mon 8th  08:00-10:30am  Church Cleaning  St John the Baptist Church  

Thu 11th   10:00am Holy Communion Church Study Centre  

Sun14th     
08:00am 
10:00am 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Family Time 

St John the Baptist Church 
St John the Baptist Church 

Thu 18th    
10:00am 
7:30pm 

Holy Communion 
Joint Benefice Holy Communion Service 

Church Study Centre  
St John the Baptist Church 

Sun 21st   
08:00am 
10:00am  

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Parish Holy Communion 

St John the Baptist Church 
St John the Baptist Church 

Tue 23rd  7:00pm Mothers Union Waltham Chase Village Hall 

Thu 25th     10:00am Holy Communion Church Study Centre  

Sun 28th    
08:00am 
10:00am 

Holy Communion 
Quiet Time 

St John the Baptist Church 
St John the Baptist Church  



        SHEDFIELD MOTHERS UNION 

For our April meeting 

we had a very interesting talk from Christina, the 

coordinator for Gosport Street Pastors.  Street 

Pastors was founded at the beginning of the century, 

in London, in response to the rise in knife crime.  

They can now be found throughout the U.K. 

Christina has been part of the programme since 2012 

in Southampton and Gosport.  She explained what the 

volunteer’s role is (caring, listening, helping but not 

preaching), where they can be found (city centres on 

a Friday or Saturday night, and schools during 

lunchtimes or home times), how much time they 

volunteer (a weekend a month) and what they carry 

in the all-important backpack (flip-flops, water, wet 

wipes, basic first aid kit and table tennis bats!).  We 

also talked about personal safety and Christina 

shared some personal experiences; a fascinating and 

eye-opening talk. 

Next month is our annual skittles match against the 

Men’s Group.  Tuesday 23rd May at 7pm at Waltham 

Chase Village Hall.  With a Bring-and-Share supper 

and raffle, £3 entry fee.  Limber up those wrists, 

ladies.  Get those elbows strong and victory can be 

ours! Deborah Casper, Branch Leader 

deborahjcasper@gmail.com 

 

                                YOUR FETE NEEDS YOU! 

Summer is almost here and plans for 

the St John the Baptist Church 

Summer Fete are under way.  This is 

the major fundraiser for the church 

but it is also organised as a community event.  The 

church would love to have the community more 

involved.  If you can help out in any way, large or 

small, here’s how: 

 Putting up and taking down signs advertising the 

event 

 Help on a stall, even if only for half-an-hour, to 

give someone a break 

 Bake a cake (or two) for the cake stall 

 Help set up and/or break down site 

 Buy and sell raffle tickets 

 Donate good quality books, toys and bric-a-brac. 

We’re a friendly bunch, and you don’t have to be a 

church member to take part.  Please contact Ed and 

Deborah Casper on 01489 896397 

 

                         WALTHAM CHASE WI  
This month we celebrated 

our 42nd birthday and our 

membership keeps growing.  We sometimes find that 

a member may decide to leave but return within a 

year or two because they miss the friendships made 

and the social life.  

Members from other WIs in our group were 

welcomed by the President. We were entertained by 

Mr John Sherbourne who enlightened us to the life 

and music of Cole Porter whilst playing his music on 

a sophisticated keyboard.  This brought back 

memories to the older members who went ballroom 

dancing. It also reminded us that there are songs 

where you can understand the words. 

One of our members has reached 90 years of age and 

was presented with a card and a special centennial 

china mug made especially for the WI.   

We are a mixture of ages who get on very well 

together; our youngest being 44yrs and our oldest 

90yrs.  You can join us from the age of 15yrs, so we 

look forward to very young new members!   We then 

enjoyed a buffet supplied by the members and 

finished off the wine. 

Our next meeting is the AGM when we elect the 

committee.  If you would like to join us, be at the hall 

for 7.15pm on the 9th May. We look forward to 

seeing you. 

 

SHEDFIELD WI
Our March meeting was a chocolate tasting 

afternoon, delicious, but required a degree of 

concentration as we were asked to give scores out of 

ten on four different criteria!  A good time was had by 

all.   

A group of our members attended the H.F.W.I. Spring 

Council and AGM, which they enjoyed, and said the 

speaker, Sir Ranulph Fiennes, was excellent. 

The speaker at our April meeting is Dr Becky Peacock 

whose talk is entitled ‘Women on the Railways’ - a 

report on that next month. 

On Wednesday 28th June from 3pm to 4.30 we shall 

be having our Strawberry Tea in St John's Church 

Study Centre.  If you would like to join us, please 

come to a meeting and make yourself known.  We 

would be pleased to meet you! 

mailto:deborahjcasper@gmail.com


THE EASTER BUNNY’S BIRTHDAY AND FAKE NEWS 

I can remember when our children were young, we 

would take them into Nanna’s garden on Easter 

Sunday, when armed with small baskets they would 

go on an Easter Egg hunt, discovering as they 

travelled small eggs that the ‘Easter Bunny’ had left.  

Sometimes, a symbol becomes stronger than the 

reality it is there to explain.  It can be difficult for 

parents and grandparents, with the story of the 

bunny and chocolate, to explain that the real reason 

for Easter Sunday is the resurrection of Jesus.  

Someone recently explained to me that many British 

children think that Easter Sunday is the celebration 

of the Easter Bunny’s birthday.   

I have been trying to work out if this actually counts 

as ‘fake news’?  President Trump has been 

popularising the idea in his Tweets, objecting to the 

work of journalists; then UK politicians have been 

catching on, using the label to describe something 

they don’t agree with.  However, on Face Book and 

other internet sites, it seems so easy to fall for fake 

news.  There are all sorts of fake news stories out 

there, covering everything from politicians to the 

Pope! 

Fake news can be: false information deliberately 

circulated ignoring truth, but with the hope of 

pushing extreme political causes.  Or, it can be 

information that journalists spread unknowingly.  It 

may also be, an unintended error which moves into 

the popular mind.  Do you remember the headline 

‘Freddy Star ate my hamster’?  That never happened!  

The important thing about any story is whether it can 

be verified or not.  This can only really be 

accomplished by our checking the evidence in a 

number of places and taking time in doing so.   

Now, when Jesus of Nazareth died on a cross and rose 

from the dead, which is the basis of what Christian 

believers call ‘Good News’; there were some, who 

were keen to promote a different story, 1st Century 

fake news, as it were.   

There were soldiers guarding the tomb of Jesus and 

when the resurrection happened they fainted with 

fear, but afterwards the soldiers told another story.  

‘Some of the soldiers guarding the tomb went back to 

the city and told the chief priests everything that had 

happened.  The chief priests met with the elders and 

made their plan; they gave a large sum of money to 

the soldiers and said, ‘you are to say that the disciples 

came during the night and stole his body while you 

were asleep.  And if the Governor should hear of this, 

we will convince him that you are innocent, and that 

you will have nothing to worry about.’   

The guards took the money and did what they were 

told.  And so that is the report spread round … to this 

very day.’   Why not read the account and decide for 

yourself whether this is good news or fake news?  It 

is found in Matthews Gospel Chapter 28.   

Revd. David Moss, Methodist minister for the Meon 

Valley 

 

SHIRRELL HEATH METHODIST CHURCH 

YOUTH CLUB FOR AGES 9-14 
Meets every third Wednesday (term time) 
6.30pm-7.40pm - £1 per session 
E-mail: sonjaconradie236@btinternet.com 
 
KIDZ KLUB FOR YEARS 2-6 
Meets every Thursday (term time) 
5.30pm-6.30pm - £1 per session: 
Contact Claire on 07535 955795  
 
TODDLER GROUP - PRE SCHOOL AGE 
Meets every Friday (term time) 
10.00am-11.30am  
£1.00 for first child, £1.50 per family 
Contact Pam on 07722 057772 
 
MONDAY MUNCHKINS  (carers also welcome!) 
PRE SCHOOL AGE 
Meets every Monday (term time) 
10.00am-11.30am 
Contact Claire on 07535 955795 

SHIRRELL HEATH METHODIST CHURCH 
BREAKFAST CHURCH 
Breakfast from 9.00am-9.45am, Followed by 
family worship until 10.30am.  2017 Dates: 12th 
Mar, 14th May, 9th Jul, 10th Sep, 19th Nov 
 

COFFEE, COMPUTER, CHAT 
Every Thursday - 10.00am-12.00pm 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
1st Thursday, monthly (not Jan or Aug) 
10.00am-12.00pm 
 

HOOKS & NEEDLES 
3rd Tuesday, monthly    2.30pm-4.00pm 
 

LUNCH CLUB 
2nd Wednesday, monthly (not Jan or Aug) 
12.30pm - £3.00 for 2 course meal.  
 

TLC (THURSDAY LADIES' CLUB) 
3rd Thursday, monthly at various venues 7.30pm  
Please contact Ena on 01329 832485 for details 
of any of the above groups. 

mailto:sonjaconradie236@btinternet.com


                          MEON VALLEY U3A 

Yea! Summer is coming, but 

boo-hoo! May 2nd will be 

the last of Meon Valley U3A’s talks meetings for the 

current session (Sep 2016–May 2017). But what a 

successful session it has been with the fortnightly 

talks so well attended that there has hardly been 

space to swing the proverbial cat.      

Recently, in March, we had Alan Inder giving us a 

history of London by looking at buildings constructed 

over many centuries. While lots of the buildings were 

familiar of course, many were not, and (even to an ex-

Londoner like me) it was a great way of ‘pulling it all 

together’.      

The next talk was a total contrast: The Story of Polio 

narrated by Tim Mason, which had everyone 

enthralled (I’m told as, sadly, I missed it).  In early 

April we were back to local matters with Tony 

Kippenberger persuading us, very persuasively, that 

Bishop’s Waltham has a rich, but largely 

undocumented Saxon history. So, as a town, it is 

centuries older than its much vaunted beginnings 

with Henry of Blois in the 12th century.    

The final meeting (The Wickham Centre, Mill Lane; 

Tuesday 2nd May, at 2.00pm) will start with the 

formalities of the AGM, to be swiftly followed by 

another promising sounding talk, ‘Unknown Sailor at 

Devil’s Punchbowl, Hindhead’ by David Smith And 

then tea and cake.       

Although the talks programme takes a break for the 

summer, the committee has planned three summer 

outings, so activity will continue.  The other 

important part of our activities, the Small/Special 

Interest Groups will mostly continue to meet monthly 

too, mainly in members’ homes. Current groups 

include Geology, Egyptology, Reading, Poetry, Visual 

Arts appreciation, Classical Music appreciation, 

Bridge and Scrabble, Comparative Religions and 

Strolling.      

Finally, be assured, planning of the new talks 

programme, due to kick off in September, is well 

under way. A call to renew your subscription for 

2017-18 will go out to members in early August. 

Meanwhile, have a good summer everyone.  

Enquiries to: Julia Field, Tel. 01489 891353.  Website: 

u3asites.org.uk/Meon-Valley

 

                    WALTHAM CHASE HISTORY GROUP 

Waltham Chase History Group 

welcomed David Allport to our 

meeting in April, his subject 

'Snowballs in June' told us about The Falklands.  

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed this most entertaining, 

witty and interesting talk, he not only gave us an 

insight into the conflict but also what life is like living 

on these islands. We were told who the 'Bennies' 

were and how their new name 'stills' came about.  

Did you know that there is a road called Thatcher 

Drive and by the way they made it one way!!  

We hope that you can join us for our next meeting on 

Tuesday, 2nd May at 7.30., when we will be joined by 

Simon Harmer.  His topic is the writer and poet, Alice 

Gillington.   

We meet at Waltham Chase Methodist Church, 

Curdridge Lane. £2.50 on the door, refreshments will 

follow the talk. We hope to see you there, you will be 

assured of a warm welcome.  If you wish to be added 

to our e-mailing last, please drop an email to 

WCHGHants@gmail.com.   

 

MAYOR OF WINCHESTER COMMUNITY AWARDS FOR LOCAL RESPONDERS 

On the evening of 29th March, over 200 people 

gathered at the Winchester Guildhall to receive 

‘Mayor of Winchester Community Awards’ for their 

voluntary activities. 

Three Bishops Waltham Community 

First Responders, Jane Dalgleish and 

Shelia Tunnicliffe from Bishops 

Waltham and Jake Balcombe from 

Waltham Chase were awarded 

certificates by the Mayor of Winchester, 

Cllr Jane Rutter, for their commitment to 

this voluntary arm of the Ambulance 

Service.   In addition to being a 

Community Responder, Jane’s citation 

included her work with the Meon Valley HeartStart 

Group, which teaches lifesaving skills to over 1,000 

people annually, and Meon Valley Home Start, which 

supports local families.  

In the last year the South Central 

Ambulance Service deployed the 

Bishops Waltham Community 

Responders to over 550 potentially life-

threatening incidents. If you would like 

to learn more about Community 

Responding or any of the Support 

Activities that are essential to maintain 

the group please contact Di McLean on 

01489 891911. 

mailto:WCHGHants@gmail.com


                       MEON VALLEY CARERS GROUP 
  Registered Charity No. 1107865   Promoting a positive way of living with dementia 
Almost Easter and spring is truly 

wonderful this year.  The Meon 

Valley Carers Group has been meeting throughout 

March and attendances have been pleasing. The 

Volunteers have been able to interact with the Carers 

and help with concerns that may have worried them 

both at the Pub Lunch and Group Meeting. We have 

also welcomed a new Volunteer to the Group and 

look forward to getting to know him. For carers of 

loved ones living with dementia, Spring will certainly 

help with the heavy load of washing that has to be 

dealt with, day in, day out.  They might also be able to 

sit for five minutes in the garden and feel the warmth 

of the early sunshine.  There is, however, the constant 

concern that their partner is turning the gas on in the 

kitchen or letting the wash basin overflow in the 

bathroom and keeping their patience throughout all.  

As a group, we are determined to do our utmost to 

reach out to  many of these people in the Meon Valley 

Area and bring them into our Group allowing them to 

relax whilst their cared for are being looked after by 

the Volunteers, who have so much knowledge of 

people living with dementia.  Talking to a person in a 

similar situation as themselves can boost spirits so 

much! Within the Group, friendships are formed over 

a cup of tea and biscuit – always very popular 

towards the end of the Meeting.  We endeavour to 

have a varied programme so if you wish to learn 

more about the Meon Valley Carers Group, please 

contact us via the details below and look on our 

website: www.meonvalleycarersgroup.org.   We meet 

on the second Tuesday of the month for a Pub Lunch 

at The Forge, Shedfield and on the fourth Tuesday of 

the month at the Paterson Centre, Swanmore, for a 

Group Meeting, where there is always an opportunity 

for Carers to voice their concerns to one of the 

Volunteers. For those unable to transport 

themselves, the Meon Valley Lions Club generously 

provide their minibus to collect members and their 

cared for to go to the Meetings and return them 

safely to their homes afterwards. 

9 May: 12 noon -The Forge, Shedfield, Pub Lunch 

23 May; 2pm - The Paterson Centre. Group Meeting.  

The Rev’d Tom Johns – Reminiscing 

13 Jun: 12 noon - The Forge, Shedfield, Pub Lunch 

20 Jun: Group Meeting – OUTING. depart 11.30am  

The Wheelhouse, Hillhead.   Meeting 

Point: The Paterson Centre.  Return 4 pm 

Please remember if you are Caring for a loved one 

who is living with dementia, join us at the Meon 

Valley Carers Group where you will find friendship, 

information and a  time for relaxation 

Tel: 01489 895444 (Answerphone)  

 Office Hours: Mon. 09.30 –13.30 

  

MEON VOICES CHOIR 

All are invited to the Meon Voices Spring Concert on 

Thursday 4th May at United Reformed Church, 

Basingwell Street, Bishop’s Waltham. The concert 

starts at 2.30pm. Refreshments will be served 

afterwards and there is to be a retiring collection on 

behalf of a Church charity.  The theme of the concert 

is about the sea, rivers and summer and those who 

work on and enjoy water.  We had hoped to be 

singing Beatus Vir by Claudio Monteverdi as 

mentioned in the April issue but unfortunately the 

piece has been withdrawn.  The concert will mean 

the end of the 2016/2017 season for Meon Voices 

and the next term will start again early in September.  

Thank you to all who have attended the concerts at 

Christmas and now in Spring. Your support has been 

very welcome, and we hope you have all enjoyed 

listening to our performances. 



     MEON VALLEY ACTIVE RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION 
       Hon Sec:  Ann Joyce   email mvara@aejoyce.me.uk (Tel: 01329 232099)

Exercise Class: St Peter’s Church 

Hall Bishop’s Waltham Mondays 

10:00 to 11:15  NB: No class on May 1st or May 29th 

Cost per individual session: members £2.00, non-

members £2.50 Please note there is a long waiting 

list for this class.  Contact: Chee Price 01489 893140. 

Ladies’ Pub Lunch.  Mondays – May 8th Contact 

Organiser by the previous Monday for venue and to 

book a place  May – Ann Joyce 01329 232099  

IT learning classes: The Silver Room, Jubilee Hall, 

Tuesdays  Classes restart in the autumn subject to 

demand Contact Ian Wynne-Powell on 01329 833254  

Touchtennis: Jubilee Hall – Tuesday mornings from 

11:00 to 12:30 on outside courts Contact: Ann Joyce 

on 01329 232099 

Tai Chi: Jubilee Hall, Gold Room.  Weds mornings.  

There are two sessions: Beginners/less experienced: 

09:00 to 10:00 Experienced: 10:15 to 11:15. Cost per 

individual session £4.00 for members; £5.50 for non-

members Contact Cherry Wynne-Powell 01329 

833254  

Table Tennis: Priory Park Clubhouse, Elizabeth Way, 

Bishop’s Waltham  Weds afternoons  14:00 to 17:00  

These sessions are now closed to non-members 

(other than a taster session) due to demand. Cost per 

session £3.00 for members, £4.50 for non-members.  

Contact: John Moorhouse on 01489 896366 

Gentlemen’s Pub Lunch: The Barleycorn, Bishops 

Waltham.  Third Thursday of the month: April 20th 

and May 18th 12:00 for 12:30 Fixed price menu. Just 

turn up – new attendees very 

welcome!  

New Age Kurling: Jubilee 

Hall – Ruby Room Third 

Thursday of the month: April 

20th and May 18th  Sessions 

run from 14:00 to 16:00.  Cost 

per individual session: 

members £3.00, non-

members £3.50 Contact: Geoff 

Matthews on 01489 890843 

Spanish Lessons Classes held 

on Friday mornings at The 

Stables, Free Street, Bishops 

Waltham. Spanish for 

Beginners is now full; a new 

class will start in September 

2017 subject to demand.  

Spanish II sessions run from 

10:15 to 11:00 and Spanish III 

from 11:15 to 12:00.  Cost 

£3.00 per session.  Call John 

Moorhouse on 01489 896366 

to discuss 

Scrabble for Fun: Sessions 

on Friday afternoons in the 

small room at The Paterson 

Centre, Swanmore (next to 

the church) from 14:00 to 

16:00.  Cost £1.50 per session.  

Please be prompt!  Contact: 

Lena Frost on 01489 894828 

Theatre/Cinema visits: 

Visits are organised 

throughout the year. For 

information on theatre/ 

cinema visits contact Kay 

Corke 01489 890727 

mailto:mvara@aejoyce.me.uk


WINCHESTER COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT 

Hampshire County Council Elections: Thursday, 

4th May, is polling day.  For some of our 18-year olds 

in the parish this will be the first opportunity for 

them to vote.  We hope that they will be encouraged 

to use their vote by the example set by regular voters.  

4th May, 5.00pm is the last day to issue replacement 

spoilt or lost Postal Ballots and the receipt of 

Emergency Proxy Vote applications where physical 

incapacity applies.  If you have not posted your postal 

ballot they can be handed in at the polling station on 

the day.  Please keep democracy alive and vote. 

Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs) and 

Fly-Tipping:  Continuing cuts in Government 

funding, now less than half of what it was five years 

ago, mean the County Council can no longer afford to 

offer the same service at HWRCs.  The type of waste 

accepted has not changed.  All HWRCs have been kept 

open and are now charging for specific non-

household waste: soil, rubble, plasterboard, cement-

bonded asbestos.  These materials are expensive to 

dispose of, so the charge is a contribution towards 

that cost.   

The HWRCs are offering a new weekday service for 

small businesses, supporting local businesses at no 

cost to council tax payers.  Until now, HWRCs were 

for residents only but now small firms have this local 

and convenient option to dispose of their waste on a 

chargeable basis.   

There is a perception that the charges have led to 

more fly-tipping.  The evidence points otherwise.  

There has been a steady but gradual decline in the 

amount reported since the charges were brought in; 

a reduction of 33% between October and December 

2016 since the changes were introduced compared 

with the same quarter in 2015. 

Droxford fly-tipping prosecution: District Judge 

Morgan fined Mr Bartlett a total of £3,100 for the 

offences.  In addition, he was ordered to pay £291.92 

for the cost of clearing up the tips and £2,925 in 

prosecution and investigation costs, making the total 

financial penalty £6,316.92. 

Highways News: Hampshire County Council is one of 

eight local authorities taking part in a national 

Government initiative to improve safety on targeted 

roads, benefitting from part of a nation-wide pot of 

£175million over the next four years.  Additionally, 

Hampshire has been awarded £5 million for capital 

maintenance from the new National Productivity 

Investment Fund.  

This is one of four separate funds for roads from 

which the Government has allocated money to 

councils: to improve the condition of roads, to help 

with potholes, to repair and maintain infrastructure, 

and to reward those authorities who have 

demonstrated best practice in improving the long-

term condition of the roads.  As a result, on average, 

up to 10,000 potholes are being dealt with in 

Hampshire, per month; so please, just keep reporting 

them. 

Swanmore College Community Facilities:  Both 

HCC & WCC have put some £3 million into facilities at 

Swanmore College for it to become a local sports 

centre and the work is continuing including a scheme 

for a running track and a skateboard park.  As a 

result, Swanmore College's sports/cultural facilities 

rival those of Meadowside in Whiteley. 

Good News–Affordable Housing: Waltham Chase.  

Despite our angst with the exception site 

development in Lower Chase Road, it is progressing 

apace and is NOW offering accommodation to those 

with a link to the Parish of Shedfield.  The finer 

details are elsewhere in the magazine but if YOU 

know of anyone who could benefit from living here, 

please get involved. 

Winchester City Council has bought the Bus 

Station:  This is at the heart of the Silver Hill 

regeneration site and is both an excellent 

development opportunity and investment.  As the 

Government's grants to local authorities decrease, 

the pressure of increasing costs means that 

innovative ways must be found to fund the services 

provided; the alternative is increasing Council Tax.   

The Council has an investment fund and this is its 

first purchase.  It is investing in the District of 

Winchester unlike other Councils, because we believe 

in our area.  It also started with a bonus as it is 

immediately generating an income for the Council 

from visiting buses. 

If anyone wishes to engage us on any of the above, or 

on any matter they believe the district or county 

council can help with, please do write or contact us:  

Roger Huxstep is on 01329 833884 or 07736 

496184 or email: rhuxstep@winchester.gov.uk or 

roger.huxstep@hants.gov.uk 

Linda Gemmell can be contacted on 01489 895023 

or email: lgemmell@winchester.gov.uk,  

Frank Pearson can be contacted on 01489 892822 

or email:  fpearson@winchester.gov.uk 

Vicki Weston can be contacted on 01329 835161 or 

email:  vweston@winchester.gov.uk.   

Please phone or email for the time and location of the 

next surgery. With best wishes from Roger Huxstep, 

Linda Gemmell, Frank Pearson and Vicki Weston.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  



SHEDFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

(Incorporating the villages of Shedfield, Shirrell Heath and Waltham Chase)  

www.shedfieldparishcouncil.org.uk 

 The Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council is 

being held at 7.15 p.m. Monday 8 May in the Pavilion, 

Shedfield Recreation Ground.   

At this meeting the Chair is elected for the coming 

year and Committee representatives are chosen. 

The Annual Parish Assembly is being held at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 24 May in the Shirrell Heath Methodist 

Church Hall and we are delighted to report that the 

Mayor Elect, Councillor David McLean, has accepted 

an invitation to attend and also officially ‘unveil’ the 

defibrillator on the Church wall.   

The Parish Assembly is open to all and is an 

opportunity for groups to give a report on their 

activities over the last year so please let the Clerk 

know if you would like to attend. 

Two defibrillator demonstrations by the South 

Central Ambulance Service were held in the Shirrell 

Heath Methodist Church Hall in March; both sessions 

were fully booked and thanks are given to Brenda 

Kirby for arranging these.   

The amount of interest shown has been most 

encouraging and it is hoped to arrange similar 

demonstrations in Waltham Chase in the near future. 

The cutting of our open spaces has commenced and 

maintenance in general continues.   

A successful meeting with a representative from the 

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust was held 

recently and a brief management plan of the Common 

is being compiled.   

All areas of the Common form an important part of 

the parish and it is incumbent on us to ensure that it 

is maintained correctly, for the enjoyment of all and 

to support and encourage wildlife. 

Finally, if you have any questions please do not 

hesitate to contact the Parish Office on 01329 

830060 or email clerk@shedfieldparishcouncil.org.uk



WINCHESTER CITY COUNCILLORS’ REPORT

Another sunny day as Easter approaches. Will it last 

for the holiday weekend? You will know as you read 

this.  You will also know the results of the Hampshire 

County elections. March and April can be cold and 

wet months for political people to travel around the 

district seeking your opinions and support, so thus 

far it has been a pleasant experience.  We do value 

everyone’s views and the occasional friendly 

disagreement can be a welcome break after knocking 

on 6 doors without reply. Some dogs’ attempts to 

sabotage our literature and fingers are not so 

welcome!  We have now received a response from 

HCC re High Street, Shirrell Heath but not the one we 

would have liked. Traffic calming measures will not 

be put in place because the road does not feature on 

the list of accident black spots and a speed survey 

from 2012 shows the average speed to be 33.2mph.  

However through my requests to Hampshire Police a 

speed survey did take place last month. I have asked 

for the results of this latest survey and will continue 

to press for calming measures and decent resurfacing 

of the road and pavement. There are other road 

problems within the parish and we shall continue to 

push for action as necessary. 

The new Winchester District Local Plan Part 2 has 

met with inspectors approval, been agreed by full 

council and been published. Shedfield village is little 

affected but Waltham Chase, Swanmore, Bishops 

Waltham and Wickham are scheduled for some 

intensive development.  The plans and targets are set 

for 2031 but within these communities large scale 

development is already happening and the gaps 

between our villages are being eroded. The current 

round of developments need added infrastructure – 

road improvements, school places, recreational 

facilities-and a settling in period before rushing to 

meet targets.   We are probably all guilty of nimbyism 

and it is difficult to keep the balance between keeping 

matters ‘as they always were’ and accepting changes 

and new ideas. Working with your parish council we 

will try our best to meet everyone’s wishes. 

Good news 1: Winchester City Council has purchased 

Winchester Bus Station and will be putting in place 

interim improvements so that it is less of an eyesore 

and offers a safer environment. In the longer term 

there may be more changes as plans for Silverhill 

emerge. As many local residents have said it is a pity 

that the bus service from this area does not operate 

after 7pm, or on Sundays. 

Good news 2:  It is very difficult for first time buyers 

in this area to find affordable homes so we are very 

pleased that planning permission for the 

development on land of Heathlands was granted for 

the residential development of the site to provide 4 x 

flats and 9 x houses, with associated car parking and 

gardens, for affordable rent and shared-ownership. 

Vivian and I would love to hear from you!   Vivian 

Achwal: vachwal@winchester.gov.uk   07954133386 

Roger Bentote: rbentote@winchester.gov.uk 

07713736064. 

 

                          WALTHAM CHASE PRE-SCHOOL 
                            www.walthamchasepreschool.weebly.com

We had a lovely spring day for our 

farm morning in April. Mill Farm 

Mobile Farm brought lots of animals including 

alpacas, ducklings, rabbits and turkeys. The children 

visiting were able to go into the pen to brush the 

goats though they had to step carefully around the 

sunbathing pot-bellied pigs! We were really pleased 

to see some new visitors to Pre-school as well as 

being able to share the event with our children who 

currently attend and their families. The children 

enjoyed showing their families around Pre-school, 

showing off what they do in the garden and their 

favourite toys. 

Our staff has also been out and about visiting other 

Pre-schools. This has been a good opportunity for 

their professional development – being able to reflect 

on the practice of other practitioners and from this, 

look at how we can improve our own setting and 

practice.  We’ve had lots of ideas of new resources 

and activities which we can offer our children so 

we’re looking forward to implementing these during 

the Summer Term. 

We’re also looking forward to a completely different 

morning at Pre-school – we will all be out and about 

exploring at St John’s School while grown-ups are 

voting in the Village Hall. We shall be holding a 

Spring Hunt for our children to share with their 

families, followed by sports and games and nature 

and wildlife activities.  Make sure you read our article 

next month to hear all about what we did! 

We have close links with our local primary schools 

and liaise closely with them when the older children 

move up to big school to make their transition as 

smooth as possible.  Our Pre-school is a great place 

for local children to meet friends which they will go 

to school with.   

We still have a few spaces available in our afternoon 

sessions if you are interested in your child attending 

our Pre-school in the Summer Term. 



                 ST JOHN THE BAPTIST PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Spring has definitely sprung St John 

the Baptist’s this month. Our 

children have been playing on the 

field at playtimes, a certain 

indicator that summer is around the corner.  

The grounds are a fabulous part of the school and it is 

delightful to see them being used by the children. The 

Outdoor Classroom is being refreshed thanks to the 

Year 6 leavers’ gift last year and a merry team of 

volunteers who are now working to get it back to its 

much loved and useable state. 

Inside the school there have been non-stop 

performances in the hall: Class 7 entertained their 

parents, carers and peers with their super Samba 

music; The whole of Year 1 / 2 educated everyone 

with their learnings of pirate life; Rock Steady 

brought the house down with their versions of pop 

and rock legends, and the ‘mainstage’ event was the 

fabulous Year 3 / 4 performance of the Peace Child 

musical, skilfully produced, directed and 

choreographed by Mrs Sheppard who had an 

amazing cast of singers, dancers and actors to work 

with. We had some lovely feedback from the 

audience: 

“Fantastic Year 3 / 4 production; very professional 

and it was clear that the children were all really 

proud of themselves, as they should be. Well done!” 

“Amazing Year 3 / 4 production; fantastic singing and 

dancing.” 

Our children have also been out and about this 

month. Year R enjoyed their visit to Westlands Farm 

and each of the three groups were excited to see a 

ewe give birth to triplets – one for each of our 

groups!  

Our running team visited Fair Oak 

Junior School to represent St 

John’s at the cross-country event – 

“although we didn’t win any 

trophies, it was an amazing 

experience none the less.” 

(Freddie). 

Much fun was had on Comic Red 

Nose Day when the children and 

staff dressed up in outfits that 

‘broke the rules of fashion’ in 

order to raise money for Comic 

Relief. Lots of activities were 

organised such as ‘Guess the joke 

the red nose told’, a Talent Show, 

a toy sale and the purchase of red 

noses.  

In total we raised a massive 

£821.91 – more than we had ever 

raised before. 

Year 3/ 4 have also managed to fit 

in the time to start their ‘Police 

Apprentice’ project.  

They are investigating the issue of 

congestion and inconsiderate or 

illegal parking in Solomon’s Lane 

and are going to be coming up 

with solutions for the problem. 

There are still some places 

available in some of our year 

groups, so please contact the 

school on 01329 833141 if you 

are in need of a school place.  



                                 MEON VALLEY BOWLING CLUB 

Our members have enjoyed a busy 

and competitive winter season. We 

have entertained many clubs from 

all over Hampshire and our 

internal competitions have been keenly contested. 

Our Finals weekend on the 18th and 19th March 

provided an excellent finale to our indoor season. 

 Champion (s) Runner (s) Up 

Open 

Singles 
Anthony Thornley Janet Felgate 

Ladies 

Singles 
Janet Felgate Joy Travers 

Men’s 

Singles 
Anthony Thornley David Andrews 

Men’s 

Pairs 

John Travers  

& Ken Warne 

Anthony Thornley  

& Bill Harris 

Ladies 

Pairs 

Janet Felgate  

& Lesley Andrews 

Joy Travers  

& Janet Chatfield 

Mixed 

Pairs 

Janet Felgate  

& Mike Taylor 

David Andrews  

& Marilyn Masters 

Our Annual “President’s Shield” competition was held 

on 26th February 2017. 10 teams contested this 

whole day event which involved 2 groups of 5 round 

robin games with the winners of each group going 

forward to the final. This was closely played out with 

the victors Marilyn Masters, John Lester, Roger 

Morfill and skip Chris Batty winning on the last end 

over the runners up Ken Balchin, Mervyn Flinter, Fay 

Pennial and their Skip Howard Felgate. 

Having been battered by the storms of 2016, our 

clubhouse roof covering was in need of renovation 

and this has now been completed. During the Winter 

Season our Green staff has been busy preparing the 

green to maintain the excellent bowling surface our 

green provides during the outdoor season.  

This year we shall be hosting teams in both the 

Southampton and District Men’s and Ladies Leagues. 

Our popular Open Tournament in May has attracted 

teams from across Hampshire and in July we 

welcome The Royal Household Team from Windsor 

who graciously invited us to their green last year. 

This year one of our Past Presidents, Bill Bailey, has 

the honour of serving as President of The 

Southampton and District Bowling Association and 

we shall be hosting his President’s Day in July.   

Our own President this year is Bill’s wife Marian 

Bailey and she has chosen The Leonard Cheshire 

Disability Charity as her charity of the year. We wish 

Bill and Marian a successful year in their Presidential 

Roles. 

For further information please visit our website e 

www.meonvalleybowls.org.uk 

 

 

Saturday side, Chase Kings FC, founded in 2005 by manager Rob Sanders, is a local grassroots football club 

with a difference.  We play in the Solent Churches Football League, a Church outreach competition which is 

keenly contested.  Our League has a no swearing respect agenda to support referees. Although we live in 

Southampton we are not all saints and this adult League is a work in progress. Supported by Waltham Chase 

Methodist Church, we play our home games at the Swanmore Recreational Ground in Hampshire's Meon Valley.   

This month we are playing a special charity match at St 

Mary's, the home of SOUTHAMPTON FOOTBALL CLUB  on 

Wednesday 24th May 2017 @ 7pm 

It is a one-off event; a grand reunion for Kings Legends Past & Present to raise money for our chosen charity, 

The Countess of Mountbatten Hospice in Southampton 

Our young vice-captain Luke Haynes lost his mum Tracey to cancer in April 2015 and the hospice in Hedge End 

did so much to care for her. There will be two games in her memory: The first hour game will feature the Kings' 

LEGENDS from the last 12 years and the second hour game will see the current KINGS squad involved. 

Admission and car parking is free but donations to the charity in the buckets provided on the night will be 

appreciated.  As a club we are always looking for new adult talent (18+) for our Saturday morning football, so if 

there is interest in knowing more please get in touch.  

Steve Bridge: bridge.s@talk21.com   www.clubwebsite.co.uk/chasekings 

mailto:bridge.s@talk21.com
http://www.clubwebsite.co.uk/chasekings


                   BISHOPS WALTHAM ROTARY CLUB

FIRST FEMALE PRESIDENT 

Debbie Walker is preparing to 

make history when she takes 

over as President of Bishop’s 

Waltham Rotary Club on 

Thursday 6th July as the club’s first female President, 

leading over thirty local Rotarians raising money for 

local and international charities. 

Debbie, who was one 

of the first two female 

member of BW 

Rotary club after it 

first voted to include 

ladies in the 

membership in 2010, 

said:  

“I am tremendously 

honoured to be 

appointed as the 

club’s first female 

president, which I 

firmly believe is a 

reflection of how 

Rotary is moving with 

the times. My focus 

during my year in 

office will be to attract new members, especially 

women and young people who are interested in 

volunteering”.  

Since Debbie joined, BW Rotary has expanded its 

female membership to a total of 5 members, so far! 

Debbie lived in Durley and went to local schools, 

enjoying village community life and taking part in 

Durley Carnivals. Indeed, one of her earliest 

recollections was as a fairy on a float! She brings a 

wealth of business experience to her new role from 

her career in the Hotel Industry, where she was a 

Director of a national Hotel group.  

Many locals will, of course, recognise Debbie from 

her successful ownership of The Coffee Shop for 7 

years.  

After turning 50 Debbie took up cycling to keep fit 

and got the bug for charity cycle rides. She has now 

completed 3 x 66mile ‘Ride the Night’ in London, 250 

miles in Kenya and China.  

“My next challenge is Brazil in September 2017, 

which combines fitness, challenging myself and 

raising money for Women V Cancer. So far, I have 

raised over £10,000 whilst having great fun, seeing 

new and interesting places and continuing the fight 

against cancer”. 

 

“Helping my Mum at local events instilled my beliefs 

in the importance of community; taking part and 

giving back; and has been a major part of my life; so 

joining Rotary was a continuation of this.   

Being part of Rotary, meeting new friends, enjoying 

many social events and raising money to give back 

locally, for me is the perfect fit.  

Helping to organise the annual Carnival and Show, 

which I have done for the last 3 years, was a natural 

fit, having had experience in event management in 

my Hotel career.  

The role of the first female President of BW Rotary 

will be my next challenge, to which I will rise to with 

the support of my partner Frank, as I encourage more 

women and men 

to get involved 

and join the fun!” 

This year’s 

Carnival theme is: 

‘SPACE: The Final 

Frontier’. It’s on 

Saturday 10th 

June, so dig out 

those Darth Vader 

outfits and join in the fun. I look forward to seeing 

you there. 

For enquiries about this article or membership, 

please contact Malcolm Wearn 

malcolm.wearn@bishopswalthamrotary.org.uk or 

visit our website   www.bishopswalthamrotary.org.uk 



 

                              MEON VALLEY LIONS CLUB  

The Lions movement is 100 years 

old this year and across the globe 

the organisation now has around 

1.4 million members spread over 

46,000 local clubs. This year, we’re all marking our 

centennial with a variety of events and activities to 

celebrate the founding of the organisation by Melvin 

Jones in Chicago in 2017. 

Our own Meon Valley Lions club is relatively new, 

having been formed in 1973, but we share the same 

global ethos of giving our time freely to serving our 

local communities and people in need. We’ve decided 

to make Swanmore fete (which we’ve been 

organising now for over ten years) the focus of our 

own centennial celebrations in 2017 and we’d like 

you to join in with the party. The date for your diary 

is Saturday 8th July and you can find details of all 

that’s planned on the fete page of our website, as well 

as through our Twitter and Facebook feeds.  

Volunteering for Lions requires 

personal commitment, whether 

that is attending fund-raising 

events, supporting people in need, 

or shaking buckets behind Santa’s 

sleigh. Two of our longest-serving 

members, Ron Wilson and John 

Ormiston, have selflessly put in 

more than their fair share of effort 

over the years. The club was therefore pleased to 

recognise their contribution recently, through the 

award of Melvin Jones Fellowships.  Ron moved to 

Titchfield Lane, Wickham over thirty-five years ago 

to take up a head-teacher role at Hamble School. He 

joined the Lions in 1982 and at the age of 87 is now 

our longest-serving, active member. John Ormiston of 

Swanmore has had two periods with Lions, the first 

of which dates back to 1975 and a second when he 

re-joined in 1997.  Both Ron and John have held a 

variety of senior roles within the club over the years 

and we would like to thanks them both for their work 

and friendship during that time. 

We’ve been busy this month both raising money in 

our local community and spending it. As part of our 

youth programme, we were pleased to support the 

1st Swanmore Scouts in funding the purchase of 

three new tents, which they desperately needed – a 

hike tent, a pop-up tent and a general-purpose tent 

for summer camps. The Scouts had turned out to help 

with the Lions’ Santa charity collections during the 

Christmas period, raising over £200 and we were 

pleased to recognise their support by procuring the 

tents. Lions John Sharpe, Dick Cowles, Roy 

Cuthbertson and President Ian Adams attended their 

weekly meeting to meet Leader Jo Fox and some of 

the Scouts, to check out the new equipment. The 

technology has certainly moved on from when we 

were boys and tents were made of 

heavy canvas, with wooden poles, 

wooden pegs and thick guy-lines 

made of rope.  

Photo: Scouts Luke Thomas and William, 

plus leader Jo Fox of 1st Swanmore Scout 

Group, showing off one of their new tents 

Finally, it was a pleasure to turn out 

once again on a balmy spring 

evening in April, to provide the BBQ at the Wickham 

Charity Beer festival. Unsurprisingly, there are 

always a flood of Lions volunteers to work on this 

event and a busy evening saw us net around £800 for 

our own charity fund. Thanks to Mike and the 

Wickham Beer Festival team for organising another 

great evening, which has raised over £110,000 in the 

nine years the festival, has been running. The total 

raised from our own Beer Festival BBQs now tops 

£12,000!  

 

TASTE BUDS TICKLED IN BISHOP’S WALTHAM HIGH STREET 

On Saturday 25 March, 100 local food lovers took 

part in the second Bishop’s Waltham Bites event, 

tasting their way around the town centre’s array of 

restaurants and food retailers.  Word had spread 

about the event among local foodies and tickets had 

sold out well in advance.  Those who managed to get 

their hands on the £5 “lunch ticket” were treated to 

award winning sausages, local cheese and apple juice, 

a Thai style seafood salad, locally roasted coffee and a 

whole host of other goodies.  Among the participants 

were groups of friends, families with members from 

3 generations and individuals some of whom had just 

moved to Bishop’s Waltham and were using this 

event as a way to discover new shops and places to 

eat.  The fine weather added to a jovial atmosphere in 

the town centre.  Bishop’s Waltham Bites was 

organised by Winchester City Council’s Market 

Towns Development Officers as part of their work for 

the Bishop’s Waltham Town Team.  It was supported 

financially by The Southern Co-operative, and tasters 

were provided at no cost by the participating outlets.  

The money raised by the participation fee is being 

donated to Bishop’s Waltham Youth Club to fund an 

outdoor activity day at Marwell Activity Centre.  The 

next Bishop’s Waltham Bites event will be held on 

Saturday 7 October with tickets going on sale about 3 

weeks in advance. 



 

BISHOP’S WALTHAM PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

Since last writing the Society has held two very 

successful meetings. The first of these was the ‘Judge 

& Be Judged’ evening where members bring along 

images, either as prints or on iPads etc. for the more 

experienced members of the club to provide a 

critique and give constructive feedback on the images 

brought along on such things as how to achieve a 

better composition  for example. One of our members 

summed the evening up beautifully in a message to 

the Committee: 

“Good morning All, I hope you all agree that last night 

was a great success - on many levels - and that in the 

future it might be possible to incorporate a few more 

similar evenings.  I know the club always has a busy 

and varied programme but evenings like last night's 

really brings the members together.   

We received and gave feedback on members' images 

and from my own point of view I picked up some 

very useful hints on editing and camera settings and 

very much enjoyed looking at some quite 

inspirational images.   

I don't think I'm alone in finding it a little 

intimidating in asking 'technical' questions during a 

presentation for example; sitting around a table with 

half a dozen people is a more comfortable way of 

being able to ask questions with confidence.   

Last night also gave us a chance to chat to members 

we'd hardly exchanged a word with previously - 

really it was a very enjoyable bonding session.  I 

think we covered lots of topics including the 

consumption of gin and whisky!” 

The meeting held at the beginning of April was a 

Competition evening – the 2nd round with the set 

theme of ‘Nature’ The visiting judge was Mr Roy 

Budden from Petersfield Camera Club. Members did 

look a bit bemused when Roy started off by asking us 

all to un-fold our crossed arms, re-cross them, note 

which arm was uppermost and then change this so 

the other arm was uppermost – are you keeping up?  

Well, it turned out to be a ploy to get us all to 

understand how, by challenging our brain (and it was 

a challenge when you saw members arms flailing 

around trying to work it out!), we can achieve 

different results with our photography by challenging 

the way we look at the subject in front of us e.g. by 

slightly moving to one side and re-framing the shot.  

The ‘ploy’ worked well as an ice-breaker as it got 

everyone laughing! As to the judging – well, Roy 

began by saying that he comes from a ‘fine art’ 

background and views the images put before him 

from a compositional standpoint first and although 

reference would be made to technical issues such as 

how sharp the subject was for instance, he would be 

looking for form, lines, texture and the use of light to 

show detail in the subject matter.  

The judging began with Roy complimenting several 

members in the Primary group on their ‘braveness’ in 

cropping in tight to fill the frame with their subjects 

and ended by commending the First placed images in 

both the Intermediate and Advanced Leagues for 

showing several elements of the animal in its natural 

environment and telling the story. Full results below: 

Round 2 Results: 

Primary League:  

1st Sandra Alder with ‘Birds Sunbathing’    

2nd Helen Davis with ‘Rock Pool at Kimmeridge Bay’ 

3rd Dianne Lucas with ‘Common Blue’ 

HC Miriam Baker with ‘The Sea Parrot’  

HC Betty Draper with ‘Here’s Looking at You’ 

Intermediate League:   

1st Anita Gray with ‘Mum and Baby’  

2nd Stephen Townsend with ‘Woodland Winter 

Sunshine’  

3rd Rob Day with ‘Making a Splash’ 

HC Roy Gray with ‘Starling’  

HC Peter Mason with ‘Back-Off’  

HC Kevin Melsome with ‘Life from Decay’   

Advanced League:   

1st Wendy Spencer with ‘Making a Meal of It’ 

2nd Hilary Dean-Hughes with ‘Winter Hunt’  

3rd Anita Taylor with ‘Desert Ant’ 

HC Gareth Morgan with ‘Damsel Fly’  

HC Sarah Townley with ‘Redwing Plucking Berry’ 

HC Graham Campbell with ‘Siberian Jay’      

Finally, a reminder to parents and grandparents 

reading this article - the Society’s Junior Photo 

Competition is open for entries until May 1st 2017 – 

please encourage your youngsters to take part - there 

are prizes of Amazon vouchers to aim for, plus a 

chance for all the images to be seen by the visiting 

public at our annual exhibition in June.  

All the entry information is available on our website 

under ‘Junior Competition’ 

For more information about the Society please see 

www.bishopswalthamphotosociety.co.uk or contact 

Dawn 01489 691155. 

 



 

HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT WILDLIFE TRUST 

Stars in the Grass 

Exotic and striking in appearance, orchids can be 

found in a diverse range of habitats - now is the 

perfect time to discover them, with the Wildlife 

Trust’s guide to orchids 

Early purple orchid 

As its name suggests, 

the early purple orchid 

is one of the first of our 

native orchids to 

bloom. Flowering at a 

similar time to 

bluebells between 

early April and late 

May, it is strong 

enough to grow in the 

light shade of 

woodland or out in the 

open grassland of a road verge. Even when not in 

flower, it is readily identifiable by its glossy green 

leaves with dark purple blotches. It remains 

relatively common but has declined in recent decades 

due to urban development and modern farming 

methods. Good populations can be seen at Noar Hill 

near Selborne and Roydon Woods near 

Brockenhurst. When the flowers first open they have 

a sweet scent like honey but once pollinated the 

flowers smell like the urine of a tomcat! It is thought 

this may be to warn insects that the flower is no 

longer worth pollinating. 

Green-winged orchid 

Similar in appearance 

to the early purple 

orchid, the green-

winged orchid can be 

distinguished by its 

narrow, unspotted 

leaves and the 

distinctive veined 

hoods that sit above its 

flower, which give it its 

name. Until the advent 

of modern farming this 

orchid was one of the most widespread and common 

grassland species.  

Intolerant of artificial fertilisers and herbicides, it has 

disappeared from half of its historical range and is 

now mostly confined to nature reserves. You can see 

populations at Hoe Road Meadow in Bishop’s 

Waltham and between late April and June at Lower 

Test nature reserve. 

Pyramidal orchid 

The pyramidal 

orchid is the 

county flower of 

the Isle of Wight. 

This orchid is easy 

to identify from 

the bright pink, 

pyramid-shaped cluster of flowers on top of the stem. 

Botanists did not appreciate the close relationship 

between pyramidal and green-winged orchids until 

scientists unravelled the plants’ DNA. The association 

is surprising as there is very little in common about 

the appearance of their flowers. The pyramidal 

orchid, which flowers between June and August, 

sports a long spur containing nectar to entice moths 

to drink. It grows on most of the Trust’s chalk 

grassland nature reserves, such as Noar Hill near 

Selborne, St. Catherine’s Hill in Winchester. It can 

also be spotted in unlikely places such as roadsides. 

Bee orchid 

The bee orchid is a 

master of mimicry 

and has evolved to 

look like its main 

pollinator – the 

longhorn bee. 

Bizarrely, this bee is rarely found in the UK so the bee 

orchids found here appear to be self-pollinated – the 

plant’s male pollen sacs drop onto the female stigma 

allowing self-pollination to take place. Its windborne 

seed germinates freely allowing rapid colonisation of 

small patches of bare ground. This ability means that 

short-lived populations turn up in unlikely places 

such as on the edge of car parks. The bee orchid is 

however at its best in parched sunny habitats and 

can be abundant where the ground has been 

disturbed, such on Noar Hill, Farlington Marshes and 

Blashford Lakes nature reserves. 

When admiring orchids please remember the 

immature plants that may surround the flowering 

spike. Avoid trampling future flowers by keeping to 

the paths and thoroughly checking where you put 

your feet. 

To find out more about local orchids, why not visit 

the Wildlife Trust’s online shop where we have ‘A 

Guide to Finding Orchids in Hampshire & the Isle of 

Wight’ available to purchase for only £5.95 (+p&p). 

Visit www.shop.hiwwt.org.uk 

 



 

  



 

 

CITIZENS ADVICE 

Lesley Rose, Advice Services 

Manager for Citizens Advice 

Winchester District tells you what to 

do if you are off sick from work and 

think you should receive sick pay 

I took 7 days off work for flu and my employer 

won’t give me sick pay. I usually work 21 hours in 

a warehouse but I’m on flexible contract so my 

shifts moved round. I called in sick and they took 

me off the rota for a couple of weeks, and are 

saying that I won’t be paid. Is this right? 

Whatever your contract type, you’re entitled to sick 

pay if you meet certain rules around the length of 

your illness and your usual pay. 

Statutory sick pay is paid from the fourth day you’d 

usually be working that you’re off sick. You need to 

normally earn £112.00 a week or more before tax, 

and to report your sickness according to your 

workplace rules like phoning in or filling in a form. 

If you’d already agreed to those working hours 

before you took time off for illness, your employer 

removing you from the rota doesn’t change your 

rights - you’re still entitled to sick pay. Your employer 

may not be aware of their responsibilities, or they 

may even be trying to avoid paying. 

The first step is to ask your employer to fill in the 

government Statutory Sick Pay form explaining their 

reasons for not paying you. 

Once it’s filled in, call the number for HMRC on the 

form. They’ll clarify whether you’re entitled and if 

you are, make sure you’re paid. 

If your employer won’t fill in the form, contact HMRC, 

who have a legal duty to solve issues around sick pay. 

For further help and advice, contact your nearest 

Local Citizens Advice service. 

Citizens Advice Winchester District is an independent 

charity and runs face-to-face sessions in Winchester, 

Alresford, Bishop’s Waltham, Denmead, Wickham, as 

well as a phone helpline and web chat to make it 

easier for people to access its free and impartial 

advice service. 

Anyone requiring advice or support can get help 

online at www.citizensadvice.org.uk/winchester-

district or by calling the Advice line on 03444 

111306.

  

THE RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION 
Working for walkers - WALTHAM GROUP.  Here are some of our walks for May 

Do come along and join us: you will be most welcome 

Fri 5th May 6.30pm UPHAM: Duck pond.  5 miles 
Leader: Andy 

02380 601837 

Fri 12th May 6.30pm 
SWANMORE: Car park opposite Paterson Centre in Church 
Road.  4 miles 

Leader: Pauline 
01489 892386 

Wed 17th May 10am MICHELMERSH: Car park at Bear & Ragged Staff pub. 5 miles 
Leader: Carol & Mike 

02380 619514 

Fri 19th May 7pm BISHOPS WALTHAM: Central carpark. 4.5 miles. 
Leader: Pat 

07729 319542 

Wed 24th May 10am CHALTON: Carp park next to Red Lion pub.  5.5 miles 
Leader: Geoff 
01962 711749 

Sun 28th May 10am 
COLDEN COMMON: Community centre car park.  Bring 
packed lunch.  10 miles. 

Leader: John 
01962 715201 

 

For further information about the local Ramblers group, please contact Lynda on 01489 892043 



 

Venues: Reading Room 
               WChase Village Hall 
                 Study Centre 

Miss Caroline Ford 
Christine Cunningham 
Parish Admin 

Windmill House St. John's Lane  Shedfield 
Email: walthamchasevillagehall@gmail.com 
Email: admin@stjohnthebaptistshedfield.org.uk 

01329 832107 
07940704676 
01329 832162 

Children’s Centre Merry-Go-Round Buddens Road Wickham PO17 5HU. 01329 834874 

Children’s Society Mrs Ann Thompson Woodfidley New Road Swanmore 01489 892611 

Parish Wives Mrs Sarah Strachan Foxhills Solomons Lane Shirrell Heath 01329 833913 

Parish Plans Mrs Pat Staples Email: info@shedfieldparishplans.org.uk 01489 896848 

Orienteering Miss Caroline Ford Windmill House St Johns Lane  Shedfield 01329 832107 

Rainbows Mel Mullen The Gables Chase Grove Waltham Chase 01489 893689 

Brownies:   Waltham Chase 
                     Shedfield 

Heather Pearce 
Mrs Sarah Moore 

pearceheather@hotmail.co.uk 
Appletrees Winchester Road Waltham Chase 

07791966432 
01489 892700 

Shedfield Guides Helen Dyne Email: shedfieldguides@gmail.com 01489 892381 

Friends of Guiding Jane Gentry 71 Churchill Ave Bishops Waltham, SO32 1DA.  01489 890961 

Scouts Group Leader 
Beavers (Mon) 
Mowgli Cubs (Tue) 
Grey Brother Cubs (Wed) 
Scouts (Mon) 
Explorers 

Sue Ward 
Kathryn Longstaff 
Sue Ward 
Sue Ward 
Simon Liller 
Mike Wharf 

Email:  sue.j.ward65@gmail.com    
Email:  shedfieldbeavers@outlook.com  
Email:  sue.j.ward65@gmail.com 
Email: sue.j.ward65@gmail.com 
Email:shedfieldscouts@outlook.com 
mwharf@rjwatkinson.co.uk 

01329 833635 
 
 
 

07808547096 

Shedfield Cricket Club Sec Mr Mark Phillimore The Grange Sandy Lane  Shedfield 01329 833865 

Shedfield Horticultural Society Caroline Ford Windmill House St John's Lane Shedfield SO32 2TA 01329 832107 

Shedfield Society Miss Caroline Ford Windmill House St John’s Lane  Shedfield SO32 2TA 01329 832107 

Shedfield Petanque   Email: www.shedfield-petanque.org.uk  

Waltham Chase Toddler Group 
Fairlands Toddler Group 
Shirrell Heath Methodist 
WChase Methodist Little Fishes 

 Mrs Sandra Glover 
  
Pam Morgan 
Mrs Rosie Banks 

 32 Brooklyn Close Waltham Chase 
Church Road Shedfield SO32 2HY 
pammorgan55@yahoo.co.uk  

01489 891509 
01329 834848 
07722 057772 
01489 896736 

Tree Warden Mr Peter Millar Glebe Lodge Church Road  Shedfield SO32 2HY 01329 833405 

Trust 2000:   Secretary 
                       Chairman 

Dick Shepley 
Mrs Anne Taylor 

Briar Cottage Clubhouse Lane WChase SO32 2NN 
Rivendell, Twynhams Hill, Shirrell Heath 

01489 892989 
01329 834904 

WChase Caravan Club Chris Bezant 45 Forest Close Waltham Chase 01489 892043 

Waltham Wolves & Mini Soccer Mrs Alison Fripp 6 Linden Close Waltham Chase 01489 899113 

WChase Flower Club Jill Sutton Woodbank, Chase Grove, Waltham Chase SO32 2LF 01489 892824 

WChase  Genealogical Society Chris Pavey Email: walthamchase@hgs-online.org.uk 01489 895462 

WChase History Group Linda Dudley Email: ldudley1512@gmail.com 01489 896690 

Women’s Institute: Shedfield       
                    Waltham Chase 

Mrs Josie Dyson 
Bridget Jones 

Hill View  Mill Lane Brockbridge  Droxford 
Claremont Solomons Lane Shirrell Heath SO32 2HU 

01489 877621 
01329 833148 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Shedfield/Shirrell Heath Ward 

Mrs Jess Bond 
Mr Jim Coleman 
Mr Jeff Crate 
Mr Stuart Jones 
Mrs Linda Warren 
Mrs Margo Berry 

Gramble Garth Winters Road Shirrell Heath 
Heath Lodge, High Street, Shirrell Heath 
High Street, Shirrell Heath 
Claremont Solomons Lane Shirrell Heath 
Poppy Down Cottage, High Street, Shirrell Heath 
Woodfield, Solomons Lane, Shirrell Heath 

07587 639203 
01329 835382 

 
01329 833148 
01329 833626 
01329 833114 

Waltham Chase Ward Mr Tony Cailes 
Mr Kevin Dye 
Mrs Margaret Jones 
Mrs Maria Robbie  
Mrs Lynne Kaspar 

The Ridings Waltham Chase 
The Ridings Waltham Chase 
The Firs Chase Grove Waltham Chase 
Forest Farm Winchester Rd WChase SO32 2LL  
Linden Close, Waltham Chase 

01489 894648 
 

01489 894663 
01489 891909 
07748 112299 

Clerk Parish Council Mrs Mandy Cooksley 
Parish Council Office 

Shedfield Recreation Ground, Upper Church Road 
Email: clerk@shedfieldparishcouncil.org.uk 

01329 830060 
07918 623009 

District Councillors 
  

Mrs Linda Gemmell  
Mr Roger Huxstep 
Vivian Achwal 
Roger Bentote 
Frank Pearson 
Vicki Weston 

1 Highlands Winchester Road WChase SO32 2NA 
Cam Cottage Botley Road Shedfield SO32 2HN 
Email: vachwal@winchester.gov.uk 
Email: rbentote@winchester.gov.uk 
Email: fpearson@winchester.gov.uk 
Email: vweston@winchester.gov.uk 

01489 895023 
01329 833884 
01489 570199 
01489 890698 
01489 892822 
01329 835161 

County Councillor Mr Roger Huxstep Cam Cottage Botley Road Shedfield SO32 2HN 01329 833884 

COPY DATE for the  

OCTOBER issue is  

14th September 2015 

  
Please email all articles to: 

shedfieldparishmag@outlook.com 

EDITOR: 

Please contact the editor, Alison 

Marsh, with any queries about 

editorial content 

shedfieldparishmag@outlook.com 

  

ADVERTISING MANAGER: 

Any queries regarding advertising 

should be sent to the Advertising 

Manager, Jacqueline Petitt 

jacqueline.petitt@btinternet.com 

  

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER:  

If you wish to receive a copy of the 

magazine, please contact the 

Distribution Manager, Julia Jordan 

juliajordan@aol.com 
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